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THE SPEAKER took the Chair of 4.30
p-m., and rend prayerz.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN
OF MEMBRBER.

Ilon. J. C. Willcoek (Geraldton) took
and subseribed the oath, and signed the voll.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT—
PREMIER'S ACCESSION TO OFFICE.

THE PREMIER (Ilon. J. C. Willcock—
Goraldton) [4.33]: 1 desire to thank hon.
members for the reception they have aceordes
me upon taking my seat here, and especially
on taking my seat as Leader of the House,
I also thank many members of this Par-
linment, and numbers of people elsewhere,
tor kinid messages of sympathy and congrat-
ulation they have sent ta me during my re-
eent illness, Tirst, T wish to say that T was
intensely disappointed at Mr. Collier’s find-
ing it necessary to relinquish the position
of Premier. Like all others who have heen
associated with Mv. Collier for so many
vears, I coltivated such respect, esteem, and
T think T may safely add affeetion, for him
that his retivement was a distinct sorrow to
e, Doubtless anvone elected to the respon-
sihle position of Premier of the State must
foel o great deal of pride in having that
hononr ronferred upon him. Nevertheless,
it was a disappoiniment to me personally,
innsmuch as my accession to the Premiership
heeame necessary owing to Mr. Collier's re-
linquishment of the office. So far as T am
conecerned, T desire, as did Mr. Collier and
Sir James Mitehell, that the businesz of the
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Chamber should be condueted in as decorous
a manner as possible. I personally am
anxious to extend every courtesy and covery
consideration not only to members on my
side of the House but also to all other hon.
members.  Anything that T ean do to main-
tain and foster goodwill and good feeling
and esteem amongst members will be done on
my part freely. 1 think we can say with
some pride that in the Parliament of West-
ern Australia there is a better feeling be-
tween members on different sides of the
Chamber than in most other Parliaments. In
fact, some Parlinments are not altogether
noted for that ecovdiality and that good feel-
ing which undoubtedly de exist here tn West-
ern Australia. arliament, naturally, is an
institution where there are many differences
of opinion. That is why we come here—to
express our differences of opinion in order
to disecover the way of wisdom. While we
all fight strongly for our respective prin-
ciples and the varying opiniens we hold, T
trust that although we do differ, and diffec
materially, yet when such differences do arise
we shall agree to aiffer, with the undervlving
knowledge that notwithstanding ounr differ-
ences of opinion we can give each other
eredit for advaneing whatever opinions we
do advanee, for the guod of the people of
Western Australia,  This is the first public
opportunity T have had of expressing my
dincere thanks to my colleagues for the
work Lhey have done on myv behalf while T
have been ill. Not only have they been will-
ing to do whatever was to he done, but they
have been absolutely anxions to do it in
order to enable me to recover my strength,
go that T could retuin here. Particularly T
desire to express my thanks publicly to the
Deputy Premier, Mr. Troy, who has had a
strennous time sinee Parliament opened. Mr,
Tror, in common with the rest of my coi-
leagnes, has heen insistent that no load would
be ton heavy to bear so that I might he
spared it. T am grateful indeed to Mr.
Troy, and to myv other colleagues. In eon-
clusion, let me veiterate that personally T de.
sive the eonduct of the House to proceed
with the amity and the goodwill which have
existed here, and which T helieve have bheen
fostered by almost every member of the
Chamber. My desive is that that mood spirit
chould eontinue, so thai at least we shall be
able to retain the vespect and goodwill of
each other while being political opponents,
{ Applanse from members.)
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BILL—WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
PROHIBITION).
Returned from the Counecil
amendment.

without

QUESTION-—-BATHURST BURR,

Mr. STYAXNTS asked the Minister for
Agriculture: In view of the alarming spread
of the Bathurst burr in and around Kal-
goorlie and Boulder, and the menace to
the pastoral and dairying industries in
those distriets, and the probability of the
spread of this pest to the agricultural
areas, is it his intention to provide finance
to effectively deal with it this summer?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: It is the responsibility of the local
anthority to eradicafe any weed declared
noxious. If action is taken by the board
as snggested by the department after full
investigation, no great expenditure would
be necessary. The department is prepared
to co-operate and assist financially.

QUESTION—GROUP SETTLEMENT,
WALPOLE.

Mr. DOUST asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, How many settlers were there
on the Walpole settlement on 30th June,
19369 2, How many abandoned locations
were there on the Walpole settlement -on
30th June, 19367 3, How many settlers
were paid in actual cash—(a) less than
£5; (b) less than £6; (¢} less than £7, dur-
ing the months of Jduly and August, 19361

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (for the
Minister for Lands) replied: 1, 57. 2, 20.
3, The number of settlers advanced by way
of loans in cash—{a) less than £5, July, 2;
August, 2; (b) less than £6, July, nil;
Angust, nil; (¢) less than £7, July, 2; Aug-
ust, 1. The reason for amounts advanced
to these settlers being lower than the aver-
age was the lower value of improvements
earried out or higher dedunetions for goods
supplied.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.
1, Reciprocal Enforcement of Main-
tenance Orders Act Amendment.
2, Fair Rents.
3, Judges' Retirement.
Tntroduced by the Minister for Justice.
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BILL—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 16th Septeni-
ber.

THE MINISTER FOR JUSTICE (Hon.
¥. C. L. Smith—Brownhill-Ivanhoe) [4.42]:
[ must oppose the Bill, althongh I sym-
pathise with the desire of the mover to im-
prove the Legal Practitioners Aet. The hon.
member’s efforts in the past to seenve various
amendments in the measore are known to
me. However, it scems to me that the
present Bill proposes amendments differing
from those which he sought to effect previ-
ously. In 1923 the member for Fremantle
endeavoured to introduce into the parent
Act o provizso amending Section 6 of that
measure. The proviso was to the effeet that
any person who obtained the Western Aus-
tralian University degree of Bachelor of
Laws should be admitted to practice. That
amendment was defeated. Clause 3 of the
Rill of 1933 provided that an articled clerk
should be able to engage in other employ-
ment during Lours when the office of the
legal practitioner to whom he was articled
was not open for business. It also provided
that the practitioner to whom such elerk was
mrticled should pay the clerk. That dilters
from the corresponding amendment in the
present Bill. Clause 4 of the earlier Bili.
whieh clause was passed, provided for
practical experience under articles of one
vear in lieu of two years if a person had
obtained the degree of Bachelor of Laws at
the Wostern Australian University. Another
clause included in that Bill provided for the
passing by a Dbarrister of an examination
preseribed by the Barristers’ Board. Clause
3 of the 1933 Bill permitted any articled
clerk to engage in other employment with-
out the permission of the Barristers’ Board,
provided that the ontside work on which he
was engaged was not done during hours
when the office of the practitioner to whom
he was artieled was open for business. And
then, in 1934, the member for Fremantle
brought down an amendment of Section 15
of the principal Act as follows;—

The board shall not refuse a certificate under
paragraph (b) of this section to any person
mercly on the groond that during his period of
serviee as articled clerk he has received re-
muneration from the practitioner to whom he

has been articled, nor upon the ground that he
has held any office or engaged in any employ-
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ment outside the usual hours of business of the
Ppractitioner to whom he has been articled.

Last year the member for Fremantle moved
certain amendments that were ruled out of
order. I think it necessary to make that ex-
planation, because it seemed to me the hon.
member the other night conveyed to the
House that the Bill he was bringing in this
time was the same as the amendments pro-
posed in previous Bills, which were passed
by the House. In regard to the proposed
amendments, I feel that while we should
have some sympathy for the sons of poor
men who are ambitious and desirous of be-
coming lawyers or solicitors, we cannof dis-
regard the faet that under the best of eir-
cumstances in which we counld extend faecili-
ties to young men to become lawyers or
solicitors who are without adequate means,
there would be comparatively few of those
poor young men seeking to qualify to give
adviee as against the large numbers of poor
young men who in future will be, and who
at present are, depending upon lawyers and
will have to depend upon them in regard to
advice on various legal matters. So to the
best of our ability we have to see to it
that those qualified for the law, and thereby
entitled to give advice, are well qualified for
that purpose. 1t seems to me that if we
were to loosen up the provision in sueh a
way as to preclude the achieving of desirable
qualifientions, it would be a menace to the
publie, who would have to pay for the mis-
takes that obviously would be made by
fawyers and solicitors having deficient
qualifications. I would point out fo the
House that it is entirely wrong to think
that a University degree gives the essen-
tial cqualifications. A University degree
does no such thing, hut merely indicates
that the prospective lawyer or solicitor has
passed a certain examination on the theore-
tieal side. As a matter of fact, many of
those who have been successful in getting
that degree could nof draw up a writ or a
legal agreement, or any other legal doen-
ment. Certain polish has to be acquired in
connection with the drawing up of those
documents, which can only be gained by ex-
perience. So Section 13 is designed to safe-
gnard the publie, in order to make it sure
that those who have been admitted to set up
in the post of giving advice have had not
only theoretical training, but also the neces-
sary practical experience. I do not know
what has happened in the past, but I do
know that in future these candidates will
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have to be articled; because the faef that
there has been n weakness in the provision
in the past is no reason why it shonld not be
smended in the future. Theoretical know-
ledge in various professions, in engineering,
for instance, is one thing, whereas practice
is quite another. I remember that I once fool-
ishly undertook a theoretical training in con-
nection with engines, and I have today certi-
ficates showing that I was qualified from &
theoretical point of view in respect of valves
and engines and boilers and that sort of
thing. But I was never able to drive an en-
gine, and never would he until I had had
the necessary practical experience. Now it
is very much the same in connection with
lawyers and solicitors. I think the board
must have some eontrol, and must have some
say also in respect of outside employment
at which earnings are reaped. It would be
very undesirable in connection with the legal
profession if it were permitted that articled
clerks in their spare time outside office hours
could condunet, say, a two-up school, or go
elerking to a bookmaker, thus following an
illegal oceupation.

Mr. Raphael: What is wrong with that?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tt is
not strictly legal. T am only citing this as
an example. Many other instances may
oceur to memhers. I think it very desirable
that we must see to it that the articles are
adequately served on a fnll-time basis, The
baard appears te have no objection whatever
to an articled clerk receiving remuncration
from his prineipal. I understand that at
one time there was some objection to that
nunder Rule 30; there was objeetion to having
articled clerks who received any remunera-
tion whatever from the practitioner to whom
they were articled. Such clerks had to apply
for and obtain the eonsent of the board,
otherwize a gertificate would be refused. But
that rule has now been eancelled, and there
is no objection on the part of the board;
if the principals engaging the articled clerk
are prepared to pay him some remuneration,
thev ean do so without having to make appli-
cation to the board.

Mr. Raphael: It is the principal, not the
board, that objects.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE : We are
not poing fo get over that diffieulty by re-
pealing SBection 13. Some time ago the
period necessary to serve articles was ent
down from three vears to two years for clerks
who had obtained their degree. As a matter
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of fact, the board, which does not speak
without some knowledge of what it is talking
ahout, thinks this period is altogether foo
short for the gaining of the necessary ex-
perience properly to gualify clerks for giv-
ing advice as barristers and solicitors. The
work of the profession is, of course, becom-
ing more complicated every day and so is
culling for higher qualifications,

Mr. Raphael: That is because the people
are waking up to it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Whil.
it may be a desirable ambition to become a
tawyer or solicitor, T think that it is a much
more desirable ambition to become a good
lawyer or a good solicitor. In the past the
board has been very tolerant in regard to
the granting of these applications. During
the last 20 vears 139 applications for leave
to receive remuncralion were made, and only
one was refused; and that was only partly
refused becanse the gentleman concerned was
eonducting some kind of a business under-
taking, a teaching college or something of
the sort. Fe was told that if that was a
fulltime job he wounld have to give it up if
he were going to he an articled clerk, and
would have to apply himself to his prin-
«ipal’s business during office hours. He did
give up his teaching for the time being, hut
ultimateiv he decided to give up the idea of
becoming a1 solicitor, and consequently he
went back to his  eollege.  There is not
a single ease  of hardship in  eonneetion
with the attitude of the hoard towards
applieations made for leave to earn remu-
neration outside the nsual hours of employ-
ment as an articled clerk.  The hon. member
aquoted a letter from the Barristers’ Board,
in which reference was made to an applica-
tion on behalf of some young man who de-
sired to earn some remuneration outside the
usual oflice hours. T do not think it neces-
sary for me lo read this letter again, because
the hon. member has already read it; but if
members will read it {or themselves they will
sec that it is quite 2 reasonable letter from
the board’s point of view. The fact remains
that, until such time as 8 yonng man is an
articled clerk, he does not come under the pro
visions of the Act. e has to be an articled
¢lerk hefore the hoard ean impose any power
under Seetion 13 of the Act, and decide
whetber or not they will grant him leave to
undertake remuncrative employment outside
the ordinary office hours.

Mr. Sleeman: Do you agree with the con-
tents of that letter?
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I eun-
not disagrec with the letter. I agree to the
attitude expressed in the first part, where the
board say they eannot deal with the subject
matter of an application unti] the applicant
has become an avticlted elerk.

Myr. Sleeman: But you know there is more
than that in it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
letter procceds lo say that as a matter of
principle the members present at the meeting
were of opinion ihat ap articled clerk can-
not satistactorily serve two inasters. But
that was not the final say; it was merely a
generous hint on the part of the Barristers'
Board. 1 do not mean generons in  the
nature of the hint, but generous hecanse they
gave any hint at oll,

Mr. Hughes: So that the man would not
pay his fees and beeome articled and then be
refused?

Mr. Sleemsn: And  probably be refused
after paving his 13 gnineas,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : It might
be that after the 13 gnineas were paid one
would he refused. That is possible.

Mr. Sleeman: And probable.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: L say it
is not probable. T have quoted figures {o
show that it is mest improbable, secing that
the hoard have dealt with 139 ecases in 20
years and practieally have not refused one.

Mr, Raphael: You said they had refuseil
one.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: Bur [
explained the circumstances. They tempor-
arily refused one becavse he was condueling
u business college in the eity and told him he
would have to give it up and apply his time
as an articled elerk.

Mr. Sleeman: And told him the policy of
the board at the same time,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Eventu-
ally that man eleeted to give up the business
college and he beeame an articled elerk, but
later on he decided to return to the business
college. That can hardly he called a refusal.
Secing that 139 cases have heen dealt with in
20 years with practically no refusal, I say it
is most improbable that the board would re-
fuse where the circumstances were in any
way reasonable.  The member for Fremantle
made some reference to the position of
British lawyers coming to this country. The
number wonld be so insignificant that it is
hardly worth interesting ourselves in it. [
should say that such a2 man would be a verv
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rare bird. The profession in  England is
divided into two sections, which is entively
different from the practice lere. The
provisien in our Act, according to my

advice, appears In  all the standard
Aets.  The member for  Fremanile
quoted the New Zealand Aet. That

legislation certainly seems to contain much
more liberal provisions regarding qualifica-
tions than docs our Aect, but I understand
that the effect is that there is no recipro-
city existing between New Zealand and the
States of Australia eonsequent upon the
liberal conditions under which applicants
are adwitted in the Dominion.

Mr. Slecman: What about Queensland?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In New
Zealand the examinations are conducted
by the University, and registrations are
effected by the Registrar of the Supreme
Court. In this State, apart from any Uni-
versity examinations, the Barristers’ Board
conduet examinations and register admis-
sions to the profession. I do not know how
the New Zenland provisions work in prae-
tice, but it has to be admitted that they
seem’ to be more liberal than are ours.
Of conrse that liberality would have to be
viewed in the light of experience. We
should need to know the effeet of the lib-
erality and whether it permits of an in-
flow into the profession there of men whe
are not qualified to give the great multitude
of people requiring legal advice proper and
good advice.

My. Lambert: Would
nationalise the protession?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: ow-
ever liberal the eonditions may be, the
number of people seeking advice will al-
wavs be in excess of the few qualified to
give it. 1 am given to understand that
there is no reciprocity existing between
Australia and New Zealand on aceount ot
the liberal provisions existing in the Dom-
inion. There is a certain amount of recipro-
city between this State and the other
States, but if we leave the beaten track
by passing this Bill, we shall probably dis-
turb the existing rveciprocily and creats a
position such as that which exisis between
New Zealand and the several States of the
Commonwealth. The hon. member pointed
out scveral instances of men who were
qualified in the Old Country and who, on
coming here, were able to enter the pro-
fession quite easily. T do mnot think there

vou partially
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are many such cases. As regards the legal
profession as distinet from other profes-
sions, wherever its members go, they must
have residential gualifications and comply
with other conditions before they are per-
mitted to practice, The main point to be
considered is that, if Seetion 13 of the Act
be rvepealed, it will affect the Aet only and
uot the prineiple. A solicitor’s elerk will
still have to serve his articles in order to
qualify., That prineiple will not be altered.

Mzr. Sleeman: I am not asking for that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: That
must be clearly understood.

Mz, Sleeman: We agree on that.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
present position broadly is that the soliei-
tor who permits a clerk to serve under ar-
ticles in his office dictates the terms to
some extent, but if he does dictate his own
terms, they are at least subject to review
by the Barristers’ Board. If the Barris-
ters’ Board consider that there is anything
objectionable in the ecovenant, they eall
the parties together to review the condi-
tions. Thus the Barristers’ Board exer-
cise a considerable jurisdietion and proteet
the avticled clerk against a solicitor who
might seek to impose unjust eonditions
under the terms of the articles.

Mr. Hughes: They passed some rather
ountrageous premiums,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If the
Bill heeomes law, the board in future will
not exercise that jurisdietion, with the re-
gsult that members of the profession who
agree to take a clerk under articles will
be able to dictate their own terms respeect-
ing the covenants governing the artieles.
They will be able to draw up a covenant
ineluding a provision that he must not
accept outside employment,

Mr. Marshall: Then we shall amend the
Act and prevent their doing it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: They
will probably prevent an articled clerk
from gefting any remuneration while in the
service.

Mr. Sleeman : Then we shall have to bring
them under the arbitration law.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
now have a board who exercise some juris-
diction and control over the terms of ar-
ticles, but the Bill proposes to take that
right from the hoard and leave the whole
matter in the hands of individnals. Tn
those eircumstances T consider that the re-
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sults would be far worse than they are at
present, and that there will be far greater
disadvantages from the point of view of
poor young men who desire to become ar-
ticled clerks.

M. Raphael: Do yvou think that a butcher
or baker would be doing wrong in accepting
a premium and that a Jawver would be
doing right?

The AMINISTER ¥FOR JUSTICE: That
does not enter into the question hefore us.

Mr. Raphael: But we want to know.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
<uestion hefore us ix that of the wachinery
by which lawvers are controlled.

Mr. Hegney: I think fhere is more in
butchering than in this,

The MAINISTER VOR JUSTICK: The
member tor Fremantle spoke of elipping the
wings of the hoard. 1 do not think there is
any board in Western Australia funetioning
with less public eritieism than the Barristers”
Board.

My, Sleeman : That does not say it is right.

Mr. Bovle: How often do the members of
the Boarrsters” Board meet?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Fairly
frequently. The hon. member would be gur-
prised ai the work done by the hoard.

Mr, Sleeman: There were members of the
hoard who, up fo 18 months ago, had never
attended 2 meeting.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 sup-
pose their business is conducted like that of
other boards; so manv members form a
quorum. Probably some attend to the busi-
ness this week and others next week. T hope
memhers will examine the provisions of the
Bill carefully with a view o determining
where it iz leading us. As T have pointed
out, the measure is entirely different from
the proposals submitted by the hon. member
on former oceasions, which more or less were
confinerdl to the question of employment and
remuneration outside the hours in which the
office employving the arficled c¢levk was open.
This Bill proposes to repeal the section gov-
erning the whole matter and will take from
the board the power of control and leave it
in the hands of the solicitors and barristers,
which, in my opinion, would be to the very
great dizsadvaninge of those who desire to
become articled elerks.

MR. McDONALD {West Perth) [5.15]):
T felt almost tempted to support the mem-
her for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman) because
he has zhewn such perseverance in this mat-
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ter, and I know his motives are the very best.
I have, however, looked carefully into this
question, and find there are associated with
it zeveral considerations of some importance.
It does not matter very much to the lawyers
whether this Bill is passed or not, except
that they wish to see the best qualifieations
maintained in the oceupation. From the
purely financial point of view a very bad
lawyer who does bad work means more work
for good lawyers,

The Minister for Employment: The pro-
fesston wust be greatly advantaged as a re-
sult of the recont operations of s certain
lawyer.

Me. MeDONALD: The Bill does not make
auy difference to the lawyers from the point
of view of their pockets, The situation is
that rightly or wrongly—I think rightly—
this provision has, I believe, nppeared in all
legislation, apart possibly from New Zealand
legislation, dealing with the training of law-
vers.  As lately ax 1432 when the Fnghish
Solicilors Aet was re-cnacted, a similar pro-
vision to this was incloded, except that per-
mission to engage in outside employment was
not obtained fvom the appropriate law so-
ciety, but on applieation to a judge of the
High Court of England. The authorities
apparently placed that much importunce on
the matter. The Barristers’ Board has no
personal concern in this question. I have re-
cently hecome a member of the hoard, and
have heen surprised to find the quantity
of work transacted by it. I think therc
have been three meetings in the last three
months, and another is to take place next
Friday. The meetings have lasted from 1%
to 2 hours, and the amount of work which
has eome hefore the board has heen consider-
able.

Mr, Raphael: That is not very long from
a lawyer's point of view.

Mr. MeDONALD: The board is fulfilling
a useful function. Tt stands between the -
public and the legal fraternity in any
matter of complaint which avises. The board
sifts the matter, and metes out blame where
blame is due, and where there has been a
misunderstanding it eclears it up. Letters
which have been written to the board speak
in most appreciative terms of the work that
has been dene in looking into ecases and ex-
plaining exaetly where people stand. The
hoard’s feeling in the matter is that it de-
sires fo ensure that when a student is serv-
ing in articles he is giving genuine serviee,
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and not merely sham service. Let me take
the case cited by the Minister of a man who
is rupning a buciness college. The hoard
no doubt feels that the man who is running a
comparatively large busincss organisation
and has employces under him, must spend
a part of the daytime and a part of his
encrgy in conducting that business, whereas
he requires all his energy and daytime
work to obtain the traiming required in the
legal profession. The only iden behind this
section, in the board’s administration, is to
ensure that the employment a young man
takes ountside will he sueh thaf the service
of his articles will be a genuine service. T
find, as the Minister has said, that there have
been no eases where any hardship has been
oceasioned to anyone who desired to take on
outside employment. The matter should be
approached with a more generous view fo-
wards the legal fraternity and the board
than is sometimes expressed. The member
for South Fremantle interjected some timr
ago that the legal fraternity represented a
union. If it is a union, in this Biate it is
a very exemplary one. I want to know whe-
ther there is any union which voluntarily
confributes £300 a year to enable other
people to join it. Some time ago the lale
Mr. Davy put up a proposal to the lawyers
that they should tax themselves £500 a year,
or £5 per head, which actually comes to more
than £500 a year, to subsidise law students
at the University. The legal fraternity
agreed to that, and on their behalf My, Davy
had a Bill passed through Parliament whieh,
to make certain that alt the contribubions
were on an equitable basis, provided that
every member of the legal fraternity con-
tributed £5 per annum while he was in prac-
tice.

Mr. Lambert: That is a most useful way
to keep many people out of the profession.

Mr. MeDONALD : That is one way to look
at it. The legal fraternity aceordingly
established a law school at the TUni-
versity, where bovs are trained to enter
the law without any cost to themselves. The
course is one of four years, and they can ob-
tain a degree of Bachelor of Laws without
any cost to themselves. During that period
they can follow any outside employment they
wish, consistent with the passing of the neces-
sary examinations and satisfying their teach-
ers at the University. When that is over
they serve two years in articles for practieal
experienee. It is enstomary, if not ceneral,
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that during these years the lads reecive a
certain remuneration.

Mr Lambert: We subsidise the Jaw library
at the Supreme Cowrt every year.

Mr, MeDONALD: [ think that is wrong.
There was a subsidy for the law library, hut
it was reduced owing to bad times, The
Barristers’ Board suggested it could do with-
out the subsidv. T understand the subsidy
for the law library now comes out of the sur-
plus from the contributions which the legal
profession agreed to make towards the cost
of a Chaiy of Law at the University. So far
from deterring any hoy, rieh or poor, from
entering the profession, the legal fraternity
has gone to the opposite extreme, and pays
£500 a year (o give students free education
at the University to enable them to join the
profession.  What union conld possibly do
wore than that? We are not opposing the
vepenl of this seetion to place obstacles in the
way of any deserving hoy, who has but little
means to assist him. We have shown our
good faith by the suhsiantial contribution we
are making to enable the poorer lads to enter
the ranks of the profession. [ also wish fo
refer to one or two minor points. If a lad
did pay £13 in stamp duty on his articles,
and then was refused permission to engage in
some ontside employment, I do net think
there would be any diffienlty in having that
money refunded by the Treasury on the re-
commendation of the Barristers’ Board. Such
a case has never arisen, hut if it did arise,
T am sure the lad would get his money hack.
The Minister has referred to the reduction in
the standard of qualifieations. According to
information I had some time ago when T was
considering the matter, New Zealand has
already grave doubis about the wisdom of
cutting down the qualifications, and is consid-
ering the advisibility of tightening them up to
seeure a higher standard amongst those who
qualify for the profession. The gnly anxiety
the hoard has is to ensure that the service in
articles shall he a genuine serviee. If it is
satisfied on that score it has no obicction to
a lad earning some money during his articles
by engaging in outside employment, so long
as it is respectable employment. Tn view of
what T have said ahout the assistance that has
heen given hy the profession to enable Iads
in poor cireumstances to receive free educa-
tton at the University, T think very little need
be added. The section ean usefally stand in
the same way as it stands in praetieally alt
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legislative enactmenis in other parts of the
British dominions,

MR, LAMBERT (Yilgarn-Coclgardie)
[5.277: It is evident that the new Minister
for Justice was speaking in a most unsym-
patthetie  and  definitely  uninspiring way,
merelyv re-echoing a voice from the dungeons
of the Supreme Court, rather than uttering
his own opinions. His speech seemed to be
studied conservatism. No sound reason has
been advanced why Section 13 of the prin-
cipal Act should not he repealed. There are
many voung fellows who are very hright and
desive to join the profession. No unneces-
sary embarrassment or barrier should he put
in their way, [ know some of the most
eminent nen who belong to the profession.
I =hould say that those one could salely con-
sibt npon any lezal problem conld he counted
on the fingers of the hands. T was thinking
a while ago of some of those holding
positions to-day in the judiciary, and whether
we conld safely throw out the net and ohbtain
someone with all the qualifications required
for appointment to that body. With the ex-
ception of about a dozen [ could not go out
of ihat ring of preference to make an ap-
pointment. The member for West Perth
(Mr. McDonald) went out of his wayv to
stress the great hencfits the legal profession
had given to those who desired to berome
members of {fhis exelusive union. He said
that members of the profession gave no less
than £500 a vear to allow young people to
qualify and mentally equip themselves to
join this sheitered hody. There are 38
students, including two females, at the
TUhniversity, and that works out at aboui £12
per annum for each student. This means
that the whole of the legal profession in this
State is giving the wonderful sum of £12
a vear to each student attending the law sec-
tion of the University. Tf one were fo take
the actual cost of the 830 students who come
under all headings at the University, one
would find that cach stadent was subiected
to a cost of ahbout £200 per annum.
Yet this sheltered and privileged profession
provides this wonderful sum of £300 per
annum to equip fhese individuals to join
their union! What do we do? Some mem-
ber~ are prohably not aware that for count-
less wears the people of Western Australia
have suhseribed a sum much in excess of
that figure—

Mr. MeDonald: Inelnding the lawvers. as
taxpayers.
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Mr. LAMBERT: How many lawyers are
there, tn Western Australia?

Mr. McDonald: About 150.

Mr, LAMBERT: Out of upwards of
450,000 people.

Mr. Raphael: And some of them do not
put in taxation returns.

Mr. LAMBERT: The hon. member must
not say that. Last year we provided £125
for the purchase of law books for the refer-
ence library established at the Supreme
Court. So on that, the lawyers are only
£375 in excess of that contribution. For
the total of the students who aspire to join
this privileged profession, the contribution
of the profession represents about £8 per
head.

Me. MeDonald: Yes, it is so small that
I think we shall have to withdraw the con-
tribution! :

Mr. LAMBERT: The possibilities of the
position appeal to me. Members of Parlia-
ment, irrespective of what Enowledze theyv
may possess of the law, are ealled upon to
be responsible for the framing of statutes
that lawyers are required to interpret, There
is no examination that debars the individual
even in his preliminary run for Parliamen-
tary membership. There is notbing to debar
such individuals from having three means
of gaining a livelihood, and yet maintaining
their positions as members of this Cham-
ber. Then we have the position of the Eng-
lish solicitor. T have one in mind whom I
met recently and found to be a most engap-
ing gentleman! To think that English soli-
citors can come here merely with a know-
ledge of English law and none whatever of
our statufes. go into one of the legal offices
where they are often nuisances and humbugs
—T have no one in partieular in mind when
T say that—and after serving there for six
or twelve months—I am not sure what the
period of service is in Western Australia—

Me. McDonald: Two years’ standing and
six months in Western Australia.

Mz, Sleenian: Pravided the individual has
eaten his dinners.

Mr, LAMBERT: The English soligitor in
that position eould wallk about Western Ans-
tralia for 18 months, and go into a solicitor’s
office te do mere voutine work for six months,
and then he eonld apply for admission to—

The Premier: Be let lonse on an unsus-
peetine publie.

My. LAMBERT: Yes, but that is the Pre-
mier’s remark. not mine.  After his associa-
tion with lawyers in his eapacity as one-time
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Minister for Justice and after haviog pro-
bably entered on his work in that direction
with no great degree of prejudice, it comes
well from the Premier to meke sueh a sug-
gestion. However, joking aside, I hope we
will remove this particular barrier from the
Legal Practitioners Act. There are too many
instances of ordinary medioere individuals
crawling, hy examination, into the profes-
sion and, after gaining that right to prac-
tice, contributing little to the advancement
of the community or of the profession itself.
1 agree with the Minister for Justice that if
we could have fewer but betfer-equipped
lawyers, the community would be so much
the better off.

MR. BOYLE (Avon) [5.36]: I intend to
support the second reading of the Bill. I
compliment the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) on the many efforts he has made,
not to reformy the profession or those en-
gaged in it but to remove one of what T
niight deseribe as the incrustations of privi-
lege that have become grafted on the legal
profession over a series of years. I sym-
pathise with the Minister for Justice. No
doubt he did his job well, if against his
conscience.

Mr. Raphael: He was not too convine-
ing.

Mr. BOYLE: He did not convince me,
but I give him credit for doing his job wel

The Minister for Employment: It was
a bit more palatable than you were on State
insurance.

The Minister for Mines: Of course it
was,

Mr. BOYLE: I would mention the aspect
of privilege associated with the profession.
It seems difficult to contemplaie opposition
to the abolition of this particular part of
the Aet, as sought by the Bill, on the part
of a Minister associated with the present
Goverhment. One has only to contemplate
the history of Australia to appreciate the
wonderful men who have won through and
become an ornament of the legal profes-
sion whereas, had they lived in Western
Australiz, it would have been impossible
for them to achieve such a resnlt. I would
mention Sir John Quick, one of the greatest
jurists Australia has ever known. He told
the world that he learnt his profession
when a fireman by the light of the furnace
fires. Then there is Sir Isaac Isaaes, who
stated that he delivered groceries in Mel-
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bourne in order to secure the money neces-
sury to enable him to ecarry on with his
studies.

Mr. Sleeman: He could not have done
that in Western Australia,

Mr. BOYLE: No.

Mr. MeDonald: Why not?

Mr. BOYLE: Because he would have
heen debarred from doing so.

Ar, MeDonald: Not at all.

The Minister for Justice: Yes, the hon,
member is wrong there.

Mr. Sleeman: The hon. member is on
the right track.

Mr. BOYLE: I would mention the name
of Abraham Lincoln, one of the greatest
men of the world. He was not born with
a silver spoon in his month, but in Anterica
he did not have any Section 13 to contend
with that would prevent him from carry-
ing out his studies.

ITon. N. Keenan: How do you know that?

Mr. BOYLE: It is cool ¢heek on the part
of Western Australia to refuse to grant
reciprocity to the Eastern States and New
Zealand with regard to the legal profes-
sion, We have a population of 450,000
people and, according to the member for
West Perth {Mr. MeDonald), we have 150
lawyers praectising within the State. On
their behaif, we set up a close preserve de-
barring lawyers from the Eastern States
from practising in our eourts.

Mr. Mc¢Donald: That is the trouble: we
do not,

The Minister for Justice: There is reci-
procity.

Mr. BOYLE: No.

The Minister for Justice: I was refer-
ying to New Zealand when I spoke.

Mr. BOYLE: I am subject to correction.

Mr. Hughes: At any rate, you are right.

Mr. BOYLE: In a young State like
Waestern Australia, why should there be
any bar confronting any ambitions boy who
may desire to enter an hononrahle profes-
sion? The law is, I think, and certainly
should be an honourable profession, but to-
day it is hedged around with all sorts of
privileges. If a lad desires to enter the
legal profession, he will naturally desire to
join up with a decent office and the pre-
mium he must find is upwards of 200 guin-
eas. In faet, that is quite an ordinary
premium to enable a lad to serve lis
articles in Western Australia.
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Mr. McDonald: Not in our days.

Mr. BOYLE: I know of one lad who,
within the last two years, had to pay 200
zuineas in order to serve his articles in
Woestern Australia. He was debarred under
Seetion 13 from earning money outside his
profession. 1t is a most vicious principle
—1T use the term advisedly—that debars these
voung men from earning money ouniside but
forces them to resort to process serving and
other activities of that nature.

Mr. Raphacl: Yes, at six bob a time,

The Minister for Employment: Are you
referring to Mr. Hartrey?

Mr. Raphael: XNo, there are others who
have to do the dirty work.

Mr. BOYLE: There should not be this bar
to prevent young fellows from earning more
money at outside work. Men who desire to
do that are those who go abead. It is =
good thing that they should desire to make
more money to help them in life. They are
the men who come ont on top. They are the
type that prefer not to sit down, but to work
energetically, On the other hand, there are
men in the profession, men I would eall the
“silvertails,’’ who have parents who are rich
and ean afford to pay the high premiums—
they are the men who are not, in many in-
stanees, ornaments of the profession. They
enter the legal profession for a pleasant and
casy time. They are a danger to the pro-
fession. They put up their shingles and they
have no great knowledge of the work they
have to perform.

Mr. Sleeman: Hear, hear! They are the
men who are a danger.

Mr. BOYLE: They arec more dangerous
than the men who had to fight and serape to
attain their peosition in life. We should
never forget that the judges of to-morrow
are the lawyers of to-day. The judges in
Western Australia and_in Australia are re-
crnited from the legal profession, and the
danger to-day is that we may have scctional-
ised judges in our courts. It is infinitely
better to open the profession, admit good
lawyers and allow the survival of the fittest.
That is the way to get good advice and good
judges. I do not desire to reflect for one
moment on our judges, for I realise we have
zood jndges in Western Australia

Mzr. Raphael : That is where you are wrong
for once.

Mr. BOYLE: The hon. member may have
more knowledge of them than I have.
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Mr. Raphael: Some of them are in their
dotage.

Mr. SPEAKER: Qrder! The member for
Victoria Park must not reflect on the judi-
ciary.

Mr, BOYLE: Reference has been made to
the donation by the profession of £500 to-
wards establishing a Chair of Law at the
University. Why, the merchants of Perth
provided £10,000 for a Chair of Agriculture,
and, in those cireumstances, I do net know
that so much merit shounld attach to the legal
profession. If 150 lawyers had each contri-
buted £5, that wounld have amounted to £750
a vear.

Mr. Watts inferjected.

Mr. BOYLE : I am not speaking in a dero--
gatory manner at all. If the legal profes-
sion desire to do that, it is quite all right;
but all I am saving is that I cannot award
them any great measure of merit. There are:
other avenues. For instance, here is the rail-
way service. Were the men there aceorded
facilities for their improvement and educa-
tion? I think they had to make provisiow
for themselves.

The Minister for Railways: No. consider-
ahle provision was made on their hehalf.

Mr. BOYLE: T was in the department
for some time and they provided little for-
me. We had to make provision for our-
selves, ncluding provision of the death bene-
fit fund. That was ene of the things started’
when I was in the department. I have-
pleasure in supporting the proposal of the:
member for Fremantie.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [5.46]:.
T commend the member for Fremantle for-
the line effort he periodically makes to try
to secure an amendment to this Act. The
Minister, when opposing the measure, seemed’
to me to speak with liitle confidence, as-
though he did not believe what he was sax-
ing. Tt has always been a prineiple of the
Labour movement, and I hope will continue-
to be a principle, that prosecutions should
take place on every oceasion against persons
accepbting a premium to teach a youth a
trade. That principle should apply in every
professien. The position regarding the:
denfal profession in this State was some-
what similar o that obtaining in the lemal’
profession, but now there is a dental hospi-
tal, funds will be required to enable it to
function. An amendment is needed to the
et to prevent private dentists from aceept-
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ing a premium of 200 guineas, just as
lawyers should be prevented from doing so.
The member for West Perth told us of the
magnificent effort being put up by the
lawyers of this State in donating £5 per
head per year towards this fund. Each mau
making that contribution has only to take
in one student and the donation is paid for
40 vears, so it is quite a good proposition
for them to make this annual donation.

Mr. McDonald: Unfortunately, they do
not gel the £200.

Mr. RAPHAEL: They do. T know of
cases where they are still getting big pre-
minms,

Mr. McDonald: Some who contribute to
this fund never see a premium.

Mr. RAPHATEL: 1 sapport this mea-
sure  Deeause it wil  prevent any fur-
ther premiums heing paid to Shylocks,
1 do not suggest that all the members of
the profession come under that category, but
those with whom I have been unfortunate
enongh to be associated in some of my deal-
ings certainly earned the appellation. The
Minister stated that the board had given
permission for eertain men to earn money
while they were articled to the law in this
State. The medieal profession, whieh is per-
haps the highest profession in the world,
often permit their students to earn money
while they are studving. During the Uni-
versity vaeation these men are able to under-
take work of various kinds. They may even
be bookmakers’ clerks if thev desire. The
Minister, when applying his remarks to the
degrading  profession  of  bookmakers'
clerkg———o

Mr. Marshall: He wants to be cavefnl
Some of them are sapporting him.

Mr. RAPHAEL: The Government—and
he is a memher of the Cabinet—are only
too happy to apply taxation to the masters
of these men, and I think they should, there-
fore. give them the respect due to them.
I wonder how many members have had their
names written hy these hookmakers’ elerks;
how many have made bets with them during
the past few years? [ hope that the meas-
ure will be carried if for no other purpose
than to ensure that the lawyers and barris-
ters of thix State may no longer be able to
take preminms from the students articled to
them. T support the member £or Fremantle.

On motion by Ton. N. Keenan, debate
adjonrned.
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BILL—LAND AND INCOME TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) {5.53] in mov-
ing the seeond reading said: The object of
the Bill is to exempt eertain branches of the
agricultural industry from the incidence of
taxation. It will be remembered that a Bill
wag bronght down some time ago to provide
that land used solely or principally for agri-
eulture, horticulture, pastoral or grazing pur-
poses, or for two or more such purposes
should not be deemed to come within the
meaning of the section unless ¢ertain im-
provements had been carried ont. The Land
Tax and Yocome Tax Act 1935 contained a
proviso reading—

Sueh land tax shall not apply to improved

Land within the meuaning of Section 9 of the
Land and Income Tax Assessment Act, 1907-
1931, held at noon an the 30th day of June,
1935, and unsed solely or principally for agricul-
tural, hortieultural, pastoral or grazing pur.
poses.
The diflieulty which has arisen is the appar-
ent inability of the Taxation Departinent to
reconcile pig, ponltry and bee farming with
other branches of agriculture. Of cowrse
they are wrong.

The Minister for Agrienlture: Tt must be
a1 coenspiracy.

Mr. SAMPSON: T would not say that, but
it is definitely a misunderstanding. The ex-
emptions in the Act T quoted refer to agri-
cultnre and the pastoral industry, but the
Taxation Commissioner will not aceept pig.
hee and poultry farmers as agriculturists. T
say he is wrong. When the department de-
elares that Wehster and other authorifies,
including the Enevelopmdian Britanniea arve
wrong, it heeanles onr daty to make the posi-
tion elear. Tt is desived that all seetions of
agrienlture, including pig, bee and poultry
farming, should be exempt from the provi-
stons of the Tand Tax Aet.

Hon. P. . Fergnson: That was Parlia-
ment’s intention.

AMr. SAMPSON: No doubt, When this
Bill eame forward last year, the then Minis-
ter for Justice unfortnnately received incor-
rect adviee on the matter, and with all sin-
cerity submitted it to the House. Tt he-
comes now my duty to show definitely that
the advire given to him was wrong. On the
decizion of the Taxation Department de-
pends whether those engaged in the branches
of agriculture T have mentioned are to pavw
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land tax. Pogsibly it will be said that the
amounts involved are not considerahle, but
in all these cases we should deal with the
positinn even-handedly. T am not blaming
the ex-Preniier or the former Minister for
Justice; I am blaming those who have incor-
rectly interpreted the meaning of agriculture
and given it a very restricted meaning. The
Minister for Justice himself, on a previous
oceasion, said that there shounld be fair treat-
ment to all coneerned, and after all, that is
ihe kind of sentiment one would expect from
mentlemen of the calibre ol the present Pre-
mier— that all should be treated fairly, not
that special consideration should he given to
one section of the agrienltural eommunity
and not to another. Tf T thought the House de-
sired to have the definition of “agrieulture”
I could quote it from various authorities.
What T have smid, however, will, T think, be
suflicient, and therefore I do not propose to
read a long statement I have extracted from
standard dictionaries. T bave already said
that the Encyclopaedia Britannica definitely
includes small industries related to agyieul-
ture as a  hranch of agrienlture. In
view of the remarks made by (he Min-
ister last year, the position seems (o call
upon me to show that the department are
imposing a tax. Before doing that, how-
ever, 1 would like to read a few lines fromn
the “Hansard” report of the Minister’s
speech of last year on the rorresponding
Bill. The Minister said—

v ... .in this case the land must be improved
to the extent of one-thivd of the value of the
land, in order that a claim may be made for
a rebate. The Bill is for the parpose of allow-
ing land which comes under the purview of
Subseetion 3 of Scction 9 to come into Subsec-
tion 2, which allows people to hold land on
which improvements are cfiected to the extent
of £1 per acre to be exempt from land tax. T
do not think we should agree to the prineiple
contained in the Bill, for the simple reason that
these are very small holdings and are in sub-
nrban arcas in elose proximity to the town,
and so they might be pretty valuable. Tf a
holding of 10 or 13 acres is worth from £100
to £150, all that would he necessary would be
to have a dilapidated old fence, or an old well,
and the land would be within the purview of
the improvements under the Aet, and so would
be exempt from taxation . . ... If there are
on it (the land) reasonable improvements, it
is not subject to any taxation,

That is a definite statement. Tf there are on
the land reasonable improvements, the land
is not subject to any taxation.

The seale of improvements is really ridicu-
lous. If it were a holding of 2,000 acres on
which £1 per aere bad heen spent in improve-
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ments, it would mean a tolerably Lig sum .. . .
Only o small area of land is required for any
of these industries; whether it be pigs or fowls
or even heeg, onc does net require much land
for the purpose, unless he is going into the in-
dustry on 2 big seale,

The aren of land, of course, has no assoein-
tion whatever with the exemption. | contend
that if the land is used for those branehes
of agriculture, Parliament infended if to be
exempt trom taxation.

The Premier: What about n ponltry farm
on a theusand-nere block?

Mr. SAMPSON : [t would be quite
possible lo use that Jand for a poultry farm.

The Premier: Oh!

Mr. SAMPSON: Usnally, of course, n
poultry Farn s a very small area. However,
we must not overlook the fact that the poul-
try farmer does more than keep lfowls on his.
property. The poultry farmer mnst grow
green (eed awd, to ke the business pay,
grow it all the year vound. The Minister
saitl o poenltey farm wight oecupy 1,000
aeres,

The PPremier: No. That man might be
keeping poultry on a quarter of an acre out
of a thousand-sere block.

Mr. SAMPSOYN: The Act contains a pro-
vision that ihe improvements shall amount
to one-third of the unimproved value of the
land, This would provide exemption in the-
extreme ense suggested by the Premier.
However, a thounsand-acre poultry farm is
not impossible.

The Premier: But very improbable.

Mr, SAMPSON: Quite so. It is a fact
that in California, when I visited that State
in 1928, there was a farm of 3,000 acres
devoted exclusively to the production of'
lettuce.  The Minister's suggestion is not as.
extreme as might be thought. That was the
position—3,000 acves of lettuce. Of course
there were train loads of lettuce going from
the Earin to New York and other places, All
ihat, however, has nothing to do with the
Bill.  The Minister said the amendment
would allow a man to bold 20 neres in a
suburban area having on it oniy an old fenee:
which had cost about £20, and so on. But
there is in the Bill a condition which pre-
cludes consideration to property within a
municipality; eonsequently exemption might
not apply in the instance in question. I
have endeavoured to point out that aecord-
ing to the Minister in certain circumstances
there would be no land tax on pig, pouliry
or bee farms.  Tn answer to that, T wish to
soy that there is no exemption in any cir-
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cumstances so far as the Commissioner of
Taxation is concerned. I propose to prove
that assertion by submitting certain assess-
ment notices and letters which various small
farm producers have received from the de-
partment. 1 am not guite sure that I should
read out the names, I would prefer not to
do so, but last vear the Minister said that
I had failed to give any names. Some people
have a disinelination to have their names
hrought forward in connection with any
taxation matter. Therefore, I propose not
to give the names but to allow the Minister,
i he would agree, to inspect the papers.

The Prewmier: If you quote from any docu-
ment, vou have to place that document on
the Table of the House.

Alr, SAMPSON: T an guite agreeable to
do that.

The Premier:
there.

AL, SAMPSON: 1 know that, but T also
know that T ean trust hon, members,

The Minister for Aines: The PPress can
tnke eopies and give the names, if they
desire te do so.

Mr. SAMPSON: Some people might be
disinclined to have their names meationed in
vonnection with land tax matters, hnt we will
take a chance on that. Here is a letler sent
by the Stute Commissioner of Taxation to a
farmer on the 7th March, 1935—

I acknowledge reecipt of your communica-
tion of the 21st ultimo, und in reply have to
inform you that an cxamination of your in-
come file discloses that you derive your income
principally from poultry and hee farming. It
is pointed out that land used for such purposecs
is not exempt from land tax, The assessments
as issued are, therefore, in order.

Hon. P. D, Fergnson: The farmer ought
to challenge that in the eourts.

My, SAMPSON: Yes, it shounld be chal-
lenged in the courts; but the amount invelved
is small, and I know it wounld he difficult to
induce that man to take proceedings. Here
is another letter, dated the 22nd January of
this year—

In reply to vour communication of the 20th
instant with reference to exemption from tax-
ation for land used for poultry farming, T
have to advise that in addition o land being
improved, for which a rebate of one-half of the
tax levied is allowed, it must be used solely
or principally for agricultural, horticultaral,
pastoral, or grazing purposes.

Here we have the department sefting them-
selves np as an authority on etvymology, and
claiming, by implication, that pig, poultry

And then the names are

and bee farming are not agricultural pur-
suits.  The letter continues—

Where the primary use is for purposcs of
residence, and cultivation merely u subsidiary
purpose, and the land is not a source of rev-
enne or profit returnable for income toux pur-
poses, the exemption is not allowable. I con-
sider that the taxpayer’s land which is used for
poultry farming does not come within the
meaning of the exemption clause and is, there-
fore, taxable.

That is perfeetly clear. After due notice
of the question had been given to the Min-
ister, the department sent out such a letter
as that. [t would be higlly embarrassing
but for the fact, known fo us, that an error
was made. Here is o letter from the Acting
State Commissioner of Taxation, dated the
20th January last—

In reply to your eommunication of the 23rd
instant, I desire to advise that small £armers,
who solely or principally use jmproved land
for agricultural, hortieultural, pastoral or graz-
ing purposes, receive the same advantages us
other farmers. As previously advised on the
22nd idem, land used for poultry farming is
not considered to be within the meaning of the
cxemption elanse.

And so the assessment must stand, The

writer of another letter says:—

Some time ago there was a piece in the paper
about poultry farmers and the land tax. I took
it from that, if certain improvements were
done, the poultry farmer would be exempt from
jaying land ftax. On receiving my demand
note for land tax, T wrote the Taxation De-
partment telling them what ). had read in the
paper, but the answer is T have got to puy, I
should Dbe very pleased if you could give me
any further information on the matter.

That man was led to believe, from what was
stated hiere when the previous Bill was before
the House, that snbjeet to certain improve-
ments he would be exempt from payment of
tax, Next I have a letter dated the Tth
Tehruary last, signed by the Acting State
Commissioner of Taxation—

In reply to your request of the 17th ult. for
cxemption from taxntion for land used for
poultry farming, I have to advise that in addi-
tion to land being improved, for which a rehate
of one-half of the tax levied is nllowed, it
must he used solely or prinecipally for agricul-
tural, hortieultural, pastornl or grozing pur-
]oses.

Let hon. members note the insistence on this.
All this time having clapsed, one would think
the department would be able to inform itself
as to what agriealture is. The letler con-
tinues—

Where the primary uwse is for purposces of
regidenee, and cultivation mercly a su™idiary
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purpoese, and the land is not a source of rev-
enve or profit returnable for income tax pur-
poses, the exemption is not allowable. I con-
sider that your land which is used for poultry
farming does not ¢ome within the meaning of
the exemption clause and is, therefore, taxable.
I have to state that an examination of your in.
¢ome file shows your income iz earped prac-
tically wholly from poultry.
In respect of pig farming the position is
very similar to that in regard to pouliry
farming. A pig farmer, if be is to be suc-
cessful, as the Minister for Agriculture will
endorse, must grow green stuff, grow fodder.
So his pursuit is definitely on the same lines
as other phases of agriculture.

Mr. Withers: It is very evident that your
party are very sympathetic with you!

Mr. SAMPSON: I think they will be when
the vote comes.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: { have other letters which
I could read, but after all they merely en-
dorse what I have already put forward, I
have alse 2 bunch of assessment notiees, in-
¢luding one which has reached me to-day.
They also relate to the subject, and in addi-
tion, some of them refer to bees. Apiculiure
is 2 most important branch of agricultore.

Mr. Withers: Are those assessments very
high?

Mr, SAMPSON: No. One of them is for
£2 2s. 1d,, one for 6s. 84, and a third for
18s. Mostly they are small amounts. T feel
sure the measure wonld have passed last year
but for a misunderstanding, and I hope mem-
bers will give it a favonrable and speedy pns-
sage. I move—

That the Bill be now read a sccond time,

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed.

BILL—CHILD WELTARE ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[7.33] in moving the second reading said:
T wish to bring to the notice of members
Section 47 of the prineipal Aet, which
reads as follows:—

The Governor may, on the recommendation
of the Minister, nrder the release of any ward
from the conirol of the department or from
any institution, and upon production to the
seeretary, or in the ease of an institution to
the superintendent or matron thereof, of such
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vrder, the child shall be forthwith released ac-
cordingly,

The result of the Act as it stands to-day
is that the ultimate authority in dealing
with any case envisaged by Section 47 rests
in the Minister, and from his decision there
is no appeal. There is no doubt that the
Minister in every case acis in a manner
which he considers to be ip the best inter-
¢sts of the child or children. That he acts
in a bona fide wanner is beyond guestion.
Nevertheless mistakes can occur, and to
my knowledge there bas been a recent grave
miscarriage of justice, notwithstanding the
intentions of the authorities concerned,
firstly becanse of the ignorance of the
parents 4s to the Minister’s intentions, and
secondly because the power given to the
Minister leaves no right of appeal. This
amendment seeks to adjust these errors, It
provides in paragraph (¢) of Clause 2 that
adequate notice of any proceedings involv-
ing a change of guardianship before the
time originally decided upon by the courts
has expired shall be given fo those most
congerned, namely, the parents. To-day it
seems hardly equitable that when it is
decided by the authorities that the State
guardianship of children is to be termin-
ated hefore the time originally appointed
by the court, there is no provision made
for parents to be notified. So we have 2
state of affairs where one parent, through
ignorance of the Minister’s intention, may
possibly lose ecomplete touch with his or her
child, and when the decision of the Min-
ister comes to light it may be too late for
action to he taken. As I have said, the
first part of paragraph (¢) of Clause 2
deals with the notifieation of the termin-
ation of State guardianship to those most
concerned, namely, the parent. The second
part deals with the right of appeal by par-
ents, should they feel aggrieved by the
Minister’s decision. To make my ecase
clear, I will give an example of what hap-
pened some time ago under the present
Aet. This will show members how un-
fairly this apparently innocent Section 47
in the principal Aet may operate, A man
and his wife agreed under some private ar-
rangement fo separate, and the man fur-
ther agreed that the woman should have
the custody of the three children, and that
he would pay £2 per week for the upkeep
of the two younger children, both of whom
were girls, aged approximately 8 vears and
11 years.
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Mr. Withers: On a point of order. Is
the hon. member in order in reading her
speech §

Mr. SPEAKER: No. There is growing
up a very bad habit of reading speeches
in this House. Nevertheless, the hon. mem-
ber on this oecasion may proceed.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Thank you,
Sir. I have seen so many members reed-
ing their speeches in this Chamber that I
really thought it was the proper thing to
do.

Mr. SPEAKER: We have got into a bad
habit, I admit.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 promise not
to offend again. Following on the arrange-
ment I have related, after a few months
the man desired to return to the family,
but bis wife and son, aged 15, objected. A
few months later, owing to certain allega-
tions made by the husband, the two girls
were brought before the Children’s Court
in Kalgoorlie, and it was decided by the
court that the woman was noft a respon-
sible mother, and so the children were
handed over to the guardianship of the
State until they should reach the age of
18 years. The woman had been advised by
her lawyer not to take the case seriously,
that there was no likelihood of the chil-
dren being taken from her, and therefore
she did not seriously defend herself. The
two girls were sent to the Salvation Army
Home at Buckland Hill. The mother and
son followed, and they were allowed to see
the girls as frequently as they wished. In
faet, on one occasion the girls were allowed
to stay all night with their mother and to
accompany her to the Royal Show. I men-
tion this in order that members may
realise that had the mother been all that was
alleged hefore the court, she shonld not have
been permitted to have such complete ae-
cess to her girls. However, the children were
suddenly removed from the Home, the mother
being left in complete ignorance of their
whereabouts. The matron of the Home was
not allowed to give any information regard-
ing the children. The mother, throngh a
solicitor, eventually found that the children
had been released from the State guardian-
ship by an Order-in-Council and given to the
father, and he with the knowledge of the
authorities had left the State and the Com-
monwealth. The woman was destitute and
left as n charge on the State. It was then that
some members of an organisation to which I
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belong iuvestigated the case. We found that
a considerable amount of the evidence given
at the court was exaggerated, that in fact the
woman was not a bad woman but was indeed
a fairly good mother. Her greatest handieap
in providing reasonable home conditions was
the failure of the hushand to make the regu-
lar payments agreed upon. Legal advice was
obtained, but it was found that the case could
not be re-opened as the children had been
taken wvut of the jurisdiction of the Child
Welfare Department, and had left the State,
and that from an Order-in-Council there was
no gappeal. In submitting this amendment, I
contend that it is not a case of taking into
consideration the good or bad morals af the
parents; it is only common justice to give the
parents the right to know what is fo happen
to the children should they be liherated from
the guardianship of the State. Further, no
law should deprive them of the right of ap-
peal should they feel aggrieved by a proposed
action of the Minister as to a charge of
guardianship. I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On metion by the Ministey for Fmploy-
ment, debate adjonrned.

MOTION—YQUTH EMPLOYMENT.

To Inquire by Board.

Debate resumed from the 9th September
on the following motion hy Mr. Lambert
( Yilgarn-Coaolgardie) :—

That in the opinion of this House, a bosrd
(with statutory powers, if necessary) should
be appointed to inquire into and investigate
generally the question of employment of the
male youth of the State, having regard to the
social and economic eonditions which are likely
to result by their non-employment, and in view
of the incrensing number of young females en-
gaged in elerical and other oecupations which
could he filled by males, and, further, with a
view te rationalising employment on an cquit-
able quota basis of all juvenile workers.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[7.43] : Again I am sorry that my notes are
in such a form that they will have to be
more or less read. However, if you object,
Mr. Speaker, I will do the hest I ean with-
out these notes, although doubtless T will
take longer and will ramble along as other
members do.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order! The hon. member
must not reflect on other hon, members.
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Mr. Withers: We can all make good
speeches if we get somebody else to write
them ftor us.

Mrs., CARDELL-OLIVER: 1In reality
there is no need for an inquiry to give mem-
bers the truth about this question; we already
know it. If Thovs are unemployed, it is
mainly for want of training or because they
wil] not take positions on farms. T realise
that the conditions on some farms are bad,
but they are just as bad for the farmer us
for the employee, and naturally the town
vouth, ahsclutely untrained to any farm
work, finds conditions on farms much harder
than he wonld have done bad he heen trained
to the life. Again, owing to trade wunion
restrictions, many vouths who should be em-
ploved as apprentices are idle. The prob-
lem could be solved by raising the school age
to 16 and instituting municipal training
centres and Government farm schools
throughout Western Australia. T realise
that the reply to this statement will be that
by the time the youth has been trained,
machines will have taken his job, but T con-
sider that we have not reached that stage
in Australia vet, and that we still have
thonsands of farms where men and youths
conld be usefullv emploved. I made in-
quiries at the Boys’ Emplorment League and
found that there was little difficulty in plae-
ing hoys provided they were willing to leave
the town. TIn faect, the organiser said that
boys would accept lower wages and with-
out keep if they could get jobs in town. It
is not the hoy that is the real problem to-
day: it is the young man who is untrained
and requires a man’s wage. There is a
shortage of domestic female labour, although
there are a number of female tvpistes un-
emploved. Those girls have had no domes-
tie training, and when they are thrown out
of work at the nge of 21 owing to the fact
that increased wages must be paid to them.
thev ave practically stranded. Girls prefer
office to domestic work mainly because it is
more attractive. Domestie hours are irregu-
lar and ofien the boxroom is the bedroom,
But the time is past when the majority of
mistresses ean be aceused of not sympathis-
ing with the zirls. There are a few ineom-
petent mistressex who lower the standard of
domestic service because they. throngh inex-
perience, do not realise the limitations of
the physieal endurance of the maid. This
azain wonld be rvemedied if all girls, no
matter in what position of life they were
placed, were compelled to undereo o course
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of domestie training. The second problem
is that of equal pay for equal work. Quot-
ing from iss Hegney’s book, “ Are Women
Taking Men's Jobs?'—a hook that I pres-
sume most members have read—T find that
out of 16 trades, only in one case of adult
and one case of juvenile labour ave female
wages higher than those of men and boys.
In those trades—boot dealers, boot repairers,
chemist shops assistants, dairy produce and
cooked meats, drapers and men's elothing,
fish and poultry, furniture dealers, groeers,
hardware, tobaeeonists, miseellaneous, con-
fectionery, booksellers, wmotor requisites,
electrical and radio goods—approximately
half of those employed are girls or women
and the wages received are considerably less
than those of men and boys. In my opinion
and in the opinion of mapy women's organ-
isations, an cqualisation of the rates of pay
would at least let both sexes know that the
most efficient of either sex would be em-
ployed. On page 61 of Aliss Hegney’s book
there appears a report of an inquiry into
the comparative efficiency of boy and girl
labour, The trade investigated was the
metal industry, and the inquiry took place
at MeKay’s Implement Works, Sunshine,
Victorta. The difficulties with regard to boy
labour werve frequent; girls were installed
in place of boys and there was an immedi-
ate inercase of output amounting to 62 per
cent. Equal pay for equal work would mean
a survival of the fittest, and I am quite sure
that that is what both men and women want.
The third problem is that of making mar-
riage a carveer for women. Women whe
have heen cither earning their own living or
reared in an independent atmosphere are not
going to marry with the knowiedge that they
must accept every penny from their hus-
hands as a gift, or, when they are married,
do they ever willingly ask for housekeeping
money. I know that the great majority of
men, cspeeially the working men, are by
nature generous. They give almost their
entive wages to their wiver willingly, but
the fact remains that the money is the man’s
to give, and however nobly the gift may be
made, an independent woman feels her de-
pendence. Men must remember that the
tvpe of woman who is eapable of feeling
her dependence is the best tvpe. A
temporary misunderstanding or a bank-
ruptey  in which the woman has had
no share leaves her, perhaps after
vears of hard work, without a shilling.
Arain. a man can will almost all his
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property away from a faithful wife
if he so desires. I do not say that he often
does s0, but the knowledge that he may do
50 does not aet in the best interests of both
parties. It is not a question of sex antagon-
ism, so far as the woman is concerned. If
married women are worth the name of
women, they willingly give their entire lives
to their menfolk and their families, but I
cannot understand why men do not try to
understand the married woman’s position
and try to think of themselves in her place,
utterly dependent economically upon the
goodwill of the woman. Decent men know
how hard it is to take gifts from a woman,
and decent women feel the same towards
men. Denmark has solved the problem by a
law which requires the man fo give & house-
keeping allowance according to his income.
If the wife earns the income, and not the
husband, then she must make an allowance.

Mr. Marshall: I will give up work to-mor-
row if you get that introduced.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Further, nei-
ther hushand nor wife may mortgage or sell
the home without the consent of the other
party. This law has made Danish house-
wives noted for their housekeeping eificiency.
The women are not only educated in the
domestie life, but they are also well equipped
in general knowledge and lead lives that
make them true helpmates. T feel sure that
the proposed inquiry would lead to some very
interesting experiments, and I therefore
whole-heartedly support the motion.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [7.53]:
I was going to make a suggestion to the
member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver)
to overceme the difliculty if her theory was
correct, but the Danish law has done that
for me. 1 was going to suggest that
nowadays when women are taking the place
of men, they should be the wage-earners and
the gentlemen should sit ai home and look
after the house.

Mr. Raphael: T should not like to have to
put up with your eooking.

Mr. MARSHATLL: T listened earefully to
the speech of the member for Yilgarn-Ceol-
gardie {Mr. Lawmbert), and have read the
motion over and over again, but I find my-
self nonplussed and cannot understand what
the hon. member desires to achieve.

Mr. Raphael: He himself does nof know.

Mr. MARSHALL: The motion, in effect,
asks for the appointment of a board with
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statutory authority to do eertain things. The
board are fo inquire into several matters,
and the motion concludes—"with a view to
rationalising employment on an equitable
quota basis of all juvenile warkers.” What
does the hon, member desire the board, with
statutory authority, fo accomplish? If I
interpret the motion correctly, the hoard
would be required to subdivide juvenile
lahour and allocate various pasitions he-
tween the sexes. I soggest that such =a
thing would be almost impossible of accom-
plishment. The board would reguire to have
a full knowledge of every youth unemployed;
otherwise they counld not subdivide or ration-
alise the labour, Therefore every vacancy in
the State would have to be known to the
board, We would have to require every em-
ployer and prospective employer to refer ap-
pointments made to the board so that we
could ensure that there was no more female
than male labour employed. I cannot see
how the motion would be workable. As to
the board inquiring into the economic eon-
sequenees of female workers taking the place
of males, much ¢dn be said, but do not we
all know the economic effects of woemploy-
ment on either sex? YWhat could the board
tell us after investigation about the deplor-
able conditions of any youth who desires
work and is  unemployed? For ycars
past this has been the subject of
mueh discussion in the House, and almost
every soclal organisation, both male aml
female, has dealt thoroughly with it. So
far from any remedy being arrived at after
those deliberntious, the position, if anvthing,
i3 worse than it was in years gone by. After
all, what right have we to discriminate be-
tween the sexes or to give any board statu-
tory authority to do so?

Mr. Lambert: No one suggested if.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no doubt that
that is the proposal contained in the motion.
We have no right to authorise a board fo
say that a female shall be emploved here
and a male fhere.

Mr. Withers: You would have the females
woing Into the mines, as in the early days.

Mr, MARSHALL: That might be done,
but is not likely, I do not suggest it. The
economic evil of vouth employment, though
drastic, 33 no more severe in its effect than
is unemployment upon the adulf who has
youthful dependants to support. It is not
nearty so drastic. While we have one hoy
or girl unemployed, there are other people
who have numbers of hoth sexes dependent
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upon them, and they too ave unemployed.
The problem cannot be confined to the cw-
plovment of youth, nor ean we expeet any
réemedy from a motion of this kind, Tt is
difficalt, even with the aid of the “Year
Book,” to find the number of individnals
employed annually in industry, and the num-
ber of individuals of both sexes who go out
of indusiry each year. I have attempted to
discover some basis upon which one can
show more or less the actual number of
people coming into industry and going ount
of it, becanse of old age or other canses. It
is almost impossible to get the information.
We can get a guide by appreeiating to the
full the effeet of mechamisation in industry
in the first place. Again it is difficult to
get anything like an accurate idea of num-
hers, atthough we know that each year many
men are thrown out of work because of this
mechanisation.  On  reference to  the
“Official Year Book,” in an attempl to solve
the problem by finding the number of wen
and women who are employed annually in
our faectories, I learn that over a period of
years female labour has gradualiv gained
upon male labour. That may provide some
food for thought, but T suggest it does not
get us very far along the road to a salution
of the diffieulty. Page 803 of the “Year
Book,” under the heading of “Sex distribu-
tion in Pactories,” shows that in 1930 there
were in round figures 15,000 males employed
in Western Awustralia, and 3,000 femalcs,
a proportion of five to one. In 1934,
12,000 males were employed in factories and
3,000 females. Whereas in 1930 the pro-

portion was five to one, in 1934 it was four
to one. That is a remarkable aspect
of the position, I find, too, that in

1930 there were 3,722 females employed
in our factories, and yet in 1934 there
were only 3,233. In the case of male
labour, in 1930 the namber was 15,921,
but in 1934 it had fallen to 12,930, a de-
erease of approximately 3,000,

Mr., Withers:
machinery.

Mr. MARSHALL: That is the point. It
is the answer to the argument of the mem-
her for Subiace with regard to the G2 per
cent. inerease.  With all this mechanisation,
it is only neecessary to press an electric
button and the female becomes as efficient
as the male.

Due to displacements by

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver; Sixty-two per cent.
maore 0.
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Mr. MARSHALL: Due to machinery.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: 1 suppose the de-
pression had something to do with the re-
duction in male labour.

Mr. MARSHALL: T am not quoting the
firures to show the effect of the depression
on industry. In the main the figures show
a general reduction all round.

Mr, Styants: The ratio is practically the
same.

Mr. MARSHALL: Over the four-year
period there is a reduction in factory em-
plovment of approximately 3,500 individuals
of both sexes. 1 have tried to ascertain
approximmately the number of people who are
coing out of industry. The difference be-
tween arvrivals and departures over that
period of vears does not very greatlv con-
cern us, in that it does not invelve many
people.  With the objeet of getting somne
idea of the number of young people annually
leaving school to prepare for employment,
I asked the Education Department to supply
me with some figrres. 1 assume that the
figures relating to the number of male and
female children leaving school cover the
Juveniie section of the population which is
preparing to go into industry. As a result
of my inquiry, § was informed that the esti-
mated nomber of boys and givls of 14 vears
of age and over who left school during 1935
was as follows:—State primary and central
schools, boys 2,650, girls 2,050: State high
schools 150 Dboys and 130 girls; private
schools, primary and secondary, 550 boys
and 430 girls, a total of 3,550 boys and 2,650
girls, representing approximately 6,000
annually. Regret was expressed that the
figures for the two previous years were not
avatilahble.

Mr. ITegnev: o these figures cover the
non-State schools?

AMr. MARSHALEL: I should say so. They
vepresent an  annual herd of 6,000 young
people coming into industry, Tt is hoped
that the number will decline.

Mr. Thorn: You have not the figures of
those who are still ont of work?

Mr. MARSHALL: It is impossible fo get
that information: nor is it possible to aseer-
tain the nummber of people who have gone
out of industry for one reason or another.
It must be aecepted by evervone, and more
particularly by wmembers of Parliament, that
it is a deplorable state of affairs that our
voung prople should start out in life in the
midst of idleness and probably in a very
objectionable environment, I cun see ne
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solution nntil we atlack the economice condi-
tions which brings it about. We must look
with concern upon the youth who has mno
ontlook n life, no futare, and no prospect
of being absorbed in industry. Side by side
with him we find adults in the same position,
and upon whose shoulders there are many
dependants.  Until we tackle the source of
the evil we shall not make mueh progress.
Although the motion may readily pass this
Chamber, L am fairly confident that we shall
not he one step further along the read to a
solution of the trouble. T have a son and
four danghters. If there is going to be any
experience of unemployment in my family,
I am going to ask the boy to he the one who
i= out of work. Nothing can jend itself so
readily o immorality than the fear of
hunger or of depression visiting the female
sex,

Mr. Withers: That is a veflection on the
SeX.

Mr, MARSHALL: Nothing of the kind.
1t s deplorable to place such tempiafion in
its way, and to deny members of that sex
the right to weork in those jobs for which
they are fitied would only inerease that
temptation. 1t would make their position
insupportable, and by intertering with
them we would be foreing them into a state
of immorality.  That is what 1 wish
to imply. I am not casting any reflection
upon young females. They are only
human, and hunger is a dreadful thing.
Many people will commit crimes rather
than suffer the pangs of hunger. If we
are going to interfere with the employment
of young females and deprive them of
the opportunity to obtain employment, each
move we make in that direection amounts to
a temptation. I am econcerned about the
aspeet of cinployment for both sexes. This
motion will get us nowhere. The eause of
these ills does mot lie in industry. One
would think that dndusivy was anly in
existence for the absorption of the unem-
ployed. Surely nothing could be further
removed from fact. Tndustry is not here
to ahsorh the unemploved: it is here to
manufaeture and deliver goods, and render
a serviee to society.

Mr. Raphael: And to show a profit.

Mr. MARSHALL: Thatmay beso. When
nuichinery has displaced those who were
previously employed in industry, such
people should be able to enjoy some of the
prosperity which has heen hrought about
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by machinery. That ean only be accomp-
lished by a radical change in the wonetary
system,  Until we tackle that aspect of the
position, a motion of this sort ean get us
very little along the road to progress. I
support the motion, but I know where we
will finish up. If it is going to be a ques-
tion of wn argument as to taking a givl
out of a job and putting a hoy in her place,
or two gitls ont of a job and absorbing two
boys in their places, 1 will have nothing to
do with it.

Mr. Lambert: No one has suggested that,

Mr, MARSHALL: That will not solve
the problem. I heard the hon. member
speak and all 1 notiend him say was some-
thing about nire looking girls tinkling the
typewriters. .

My, Lambert: That was the member for
Claremont.

Mr. MARSHALIL: That was the oniy
point the hon. member raised regarding
his motion. That is not the problem. It
does not matter whether it is the fingers
af the mnle or of the female that tinkle
the typewriters. That is quite heside the
issue. Our problem is that the army of
wnemployed is being rapidly aungmented,
and the jnvenile seetion of the comununity
i= not being placed in industry or even
cdueated,

M. Raphacl: Do you not think that if
men were in eertain jobs they wonld get
married and that wonld ease the tension?

Mr. MARSHALL: But the motion does
not refer to giving jobs to men of mur-
riageable age. It applies to the youth. I
agree with the member for Vietoria Pari
(Mr. Raphzael) that the male would natur-
ally desire to marry if he had a definite
Jjob.

Mr. Raphael: The Government will yive
sustenanee to a married man.

Mr. MARSHALL: The snggestion in the
hon. member’s remark is economically im-
possible, for the Government could not pro-
vide for all the unemployed. It would be
utterly impossible. If the Government 1s-
sued a statement to the effect that on and
after the 1st of next month there would
be no unemployed person here, nor oo
individual paid less than the Arbitration
Court wage, what would happen? We
would be confronted with the task of pro-
viding for the whole of the unemploved
nf the Commonwealth. They would flnck
here. Not only would that happen, but
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we would have men Hoeking here from every
European country.

Mr. Stubbs: And how
them?

AMr. MARSHALL: We would have to be
prepared to employ every unemployed white
person the world over. The problem of em-
ployment hoils down to one of finance. While
we borrow money upon which interest vapidly
acernes so that at the present time half the
taxation has to be earmarked for the pay-
ment of interest, there is no paessible hope
ol any State Government solving the prob-
lem of unemployment.

AMr. Raphael: Countries ean horrow lun-
dreds of millions for armaments, so what is
wrong about horrowing to provide the people
with work?

Mr. MARSHALL: T quite agree, but that
Tias no hearing on the point T have raised. 1t
has nothing to do with it. Governments
have borrowed as the hon. member sugzusts,
but there must he a day of reckoning. T am
told that England is employing an excessive
number of men on the building of warships
and the provision of armaments, but that is
merely temporary, and then the re-action
will set in.

Me, Raplael: You mean that the war will
set in.

Me, MARSHALL: That will be the first
step towards a drastic reaction.

AMr. Raphael: A million a minute could
be borrowed in order to proseeute the Great
War.

Mr. MARSHALL: T quite ngree.

Mr. Thern: Why not let the member for
Victoria Park make the speech?

Mr. MARSHALL: While those eountries
did borrow to that extent, it now represents
just as bir a burden to them as the war ix
a burden to Australia even tedav. YWe pay
about £30,000,000 annualiy for our war
debts. Fanex a small country like Australin
having to produce £30,000,000 worth of
gaods in order to pav for the money hor-
rowed to prosecute her part of the war!
That amount is being added to greatly, with
the result that all Governments are at their
wits’ end to find additional avennes for fur-
ther taxation fo meet the heavy obligations.
That cannot last mneh longer. I shall sup-
port the motion, but I prophesy that if
it 15 carried it will be hoth ineffective and
resultless.

eould we pay

On motion by Mr. Needham, dehate ad-
Joarned.
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MOTION—TRAFTIC ACT.
To Disallow Trailer Regulations.

Debate resumed from the 16th September
on the Following mation moved by Mr.
Watts (Katanwing), as amended on notion
by Mr. Doney (Willinms-Narrogin) :—

That the new regulations to he numbered 41
and 46 of the Tralic Regulations, 1936, as pub-
lished in the *‘Government Gazette’' of the
26th August, 193G, and laid upon the Table
of the Flouse on the 8th September, 1936, be
and are herchy disallowed.

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
. Millington-——Mt. Hawthorn) [8.21]: The
regulations that the member for Katanning
seeks to disatlow provide that every trailer
that is altached to o motor vehiele shatl have
an efficient braking system.  The regulations
are {wo of many that have for their objective
making safe the traffic o our highways, safe
nof only for those in charge of the vehicle,
but for the general pnbliec. T the motion
is agreed to and the regulalions disallowed
in  their entivety, T think it will have a
disaztrous ctfeet with regard to heavy vehi-
enlar traflie, particularly where trailers are
attuched to motor trucks.

Mr. Haphael: Weould this cover those on
the road at present.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.

Mr. Raphacl: Somce more of the Traflic
Aet business!

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
regulations were arrived at as a resnlt of eo-
operation between my Department and the
trallic branch of the Police Department.
The ohject has been entirely the provision
of added snfety. Tn ecommentine on  {he
ntatter, the Traffic Department stuie—

The bhy-law reguiring brakes to be affixed

to trailers will not he enforeed in so far as the
small trailer used for the purpuse of carrving
camping outfits or other light urticles, but it
is absclutely necessary that trailers eapable of
earrying up to § or 10 tons, such as used by
the White Rock Quarrics, shonld he so
cyuipped.
There may possibly bye some wisunderstand-
ing as to whether the regulations are to be
completely annulled or whetiwr the member
for Katanning is merely anxious that they
shall be altered in respeet of the lighter
traffic. The traffie report proceeds—

In view of the heavy weight which is behind
the vehicle pulling the trailer it must he patent
that the brakes on the tractive power could not
be expectesl to hold both vehieles, especially
when coming down steep hills.  The hrakes
which are atflixed to a trailer are sneh that if
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by chance the connecting red should smap or
become unpinned, they would be auntomatically
applied. Another argument in favour of these
appliinces i3 that should the brakes on the
tractor fail, then there wonld be some chance
of the trailer holding it to an appreciable ex-
tent by the application of its brakes.

Then the report adds—

There is no objeetion to the regulations being
amended by adding a provision that these regu-
lutions shall only apply to trailers the weight
of whieh, including the load, is 25 ewt. and
over.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is all we want.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
will be no objection to that.

Hon. C. G. Latham: So long as it s
amended along those lines, the regulations
will he all right.

The Minister for
amend them here.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, but
we ean amend them ourselves.  As a matter of
fact, the Traffic Braneh have notificd me that
they do not insist upon brakes being fitted to
the small, or week-end, trailers, and the
motor firms have been notified ageordingly.

Mr. Raphael: That is all right, but if the
regulations are passed, they could be cn-
foreed with regard to all trailers.

Hon C. G. Latham: Of eourse, we cannot
amend the regulations.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Tt would
be most inadvisable to disallow the regula-
tions in their entivety. The member for Katan-
ning was not altogether logieal in nis refer-
ences in that regard. He said that if the
trailer restricted the speed of the tractor
vehicle, it became fairly plain to him that
there was no need to fear that accidents
would oceur beeause the trailer had no brakes,
That is not so. The diffienlty would oeeur on
the down grade. Whereas in the Katanning
district there might not be any great danger
in traversing its easy undulating slopes, when
the roads in the hilly eountry surrounding
Bridgetown, Denmark or even in the ranges
adjacent to Perth are eonsidered, the posi-
tior hecomes quite different. I have been
informed that the momentum is caleulated by
the weight of the vehicle multiplied by the
velocity. If a vehicle were proceeding
slowly, there would not be the same momen-
tum as would be apparent when the vehicle
gained pace. The manufaeturers, when
turning out trucks, provide for the braking
requirements of a full truck load, but not
necessarily for the hraking power required

There

Mines: But we eannot
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by the addition of a trailer of Sor 10 tonsin
weight. Naturally those responsible for
traffic safety must provide that if a trailer is
to be attached to an already heavily weighted
truck, which has its own braking applianees,
it must be equally necessary to attach braking
appliances to the trailer in the intevests of.
the safety of the driver and of the public. I
do not think for one moment the member for
Katanning desires to endanger the publie,
and provided he is agreeable to the regula-
tions being amended so as not to apply fo
the smaller trailers, I ¢an sec no objection to
his proposal. The departmental experts do
not take any exception to it either. Of
courge, the regulations as they stand do pro-
vide for all vehicles, bui have not been en-
foreed and, as I have already intimated, the
police anthovities state that they will not he
applied to the smaller vehicles.

Hon, C. G. Latham: But you know that a
traffic inspector eould take action against
anyone he liked.

The Minister for Agriculture: You mean,
against anyone be disliked.

The MINISTER F'OR WORKS: If that is
the desire of the member for Katanning, I
shall not labour the matter. If the hon.
member will withdraw his motion I will
guarantee that an amended regulation will he
prepared making it apply only to trailers
and a load in excess of 23ewt, I agree
that it wonld involve ncedless cxprnse
if we were to require the attachment of brak-
ing power to the smaller trailers, but it is
essential that the provision shall apply to the
heavy trailers. Some people are never satis-
fied with a reasonable load. I have seen
enormous loads of wool or stone on a truck,
but the drivers are not satisfied unless the
trailer hehind carries almost the same
amount. It is not safe, and undeniably theve
is need for some braking power or gear that
will brake the load on the truck plus that of
the trailer. For these reasons I oppose the
disallowanee of this regnlation. If members
will take my asswrance, I will have the regu-
lations amended in accordance with the sug-
gestion from the Traffic Depariment, that
it shall only apply to trailers where the
trailer with ibs load weighs 25wt and over.

MR. RODOREDA (Roehourne) [8.31]:
These arec more regulations put np by the
experts. The Minister referred to them
previously on the amendment I moved. Tm-
mediately the experts’ regulation: are gues-
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tioned they are prepared to give way, so of
course we cannot accept them as the final
arbiters of what shall be done as regards
traffie. The main objection I raised to these
regulations is cone that has now been
granted: that is, that they applied to all
trailers. If the department did not intend
fo enforce the regulations, why did they not
niake exemptions when they drew them up?
It is a ridieulons attitude to adopt, to put
up a regulation with the understanding that
if it is put through it will be all right but,
if it is not, an amendment can be made.
Why could not proper regulations be framed
in the first place? While I agree that for
the metropolitan area in particular there
should be regulations governing brakes on
heavy trailers, I am wondering how long it
will take the traffic anthorities and other
authorities down here to wake up to the
fact that there are other parts of the State
where different conditions obtain altogether?
We know that no eognisance is taken of
this fact when vehicle licensing is under-
taken. People outhack pay the same licens-
mg fee as people in the metropolitan avea,
but they are given no voads to recompense
them for the expenditure. They have only
bush tracks. But no allowanee is made for
that. A similar position exisis with regard
to these regulations about brakes on trailers.
The mover of the motion suggested that
about £8 would be necessary to alter the
irailers. That may be O.K. for a 25 cwt.
trailer, but there are companies operating
in the North-West which have eight to ten
trailers—two wheelers and four wheelers—
carrying six to eight tons. To alter all the
wheels and put brakes on wounld enst from
£20 to £30 apiece, and there is ne need for
brakes.

Mr. Patrick: T suppose the road itself is
a good brake up there.

Mr. RODOREDA: There is no need at
all for brakes.

Mr. Raphael- The experts
again,

Mr. RODOREDA: I am going to vote
for the disallowanece of these reguiations
until consideration is given to that aspeet.
I want exemption for the people of the
North-West. I speak only for those in my
own district, but T know that similar con-
ditions obtain on the Murchison. I am mot
prepared to allow motor transport firms to
be muleted to the estent of £130 to £200 to
pay for brakes. There is no need for brakes
on trailers in the North-West. They have

are wrong
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hilly ecountry to negotiate, but they have
been negotiating it for the last ten years to
my knowledge with a truck and trailer com-
bined earrying from 10 to 12 tons of wool,
without any trouble at all. I ask the Min-
ister that, when the department is amend-
ing these regulations, it should give con-
sideration to that aspect. I am sure that
the regulations will be disallowed here. We
have to do that before they can be amended.

The Minister for Works: Oh no!

Mr, RODOREDA: We have ouly the
assurance of fhe Minister that they will be
amended in aceordanee with our desires. If
we disallow them now there will be an op-

portunity for them to be amended and tabled
again.

HON, C. G. LATHEAM (York) [8.36]: I
endorse the remarks of the Minister, I
know that in the past there has heen an
omission as far as heavy trailers are con-
cerned, and there is a danger of acecident,
particularly in the hilly country. Conse-
quently there must bhe some control ov.r
them, and it seems to me that this is the
only way to effect that coentrol. But once
we pass these regulations it will be lef
entirely to the discretion of any traffie in-
spector under the Traffic Aet to enforee
them. e need not he a polieeman. Out-
side the metropolitan area the enforcement
will generally be in the hands of private
individuals employed hy the local author-
ity of a partieular district. TUnder these
regulations a man with only a small trailer
hehind a motor ear would he liable to have
action taken against him., I think, how-
over, that the suggestion made by the Min-
ister should meet the position, which shouid
he gone into very earefully. T am not going
to say I agree to the 25 cwt. and T do not
think the regulations need apply to the
North-West.

The Minister f'or Works: There is not the
samc danger.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is not the
same danger and it means that if you are
going to have four-wheel traiiers yon will
need to have a man on each one to apply
the brake.

The Minister for Works: They say not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is not a gues-
tion of one trailer behind the power. There
are sometimes two or three trailers behind,
and I do not see how the braking system
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can be applied to the second and third
trailer.

The Minister for Works: They say it
can be done.

Hon. C. Gi. LATHAM: I do not know
how, It may be done with a serew so far
as onc trailer is eoncerned, but I do not
know how it could be dene with the seeond,
third and fourth trailers.

AMyr. Rodoreda: It would nced pretty ex-
pensive gear.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: I do not think
there is any need for that in the North-
West, but in the lower part of the State
there is a neressity for these regulations,
cespecially in the hilly eountry. T hope the
Minister will not commit himself to 25 ewt.
and that he will give consideration to areas
where wheat is carried with one trailer.
We can amend the regulations, and T know
no memhber desires to cancel them because
if there were an aceident to-morrow we
would regret it very mueh. I think that if
the Minister will give an undertaking that
hie will not confine himself to 25 ewt. but
will give consideration to the necds of the
eonntry districts, that will be all the House
will desire.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.40]:
The regulations were passed.

Hon. C. G. TLatham: They might be
adapted by certain road boards as a result
of a small amendment.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no proposal
to amend the regulations which have heen
laid on the Table of the Honse.

Hon, C. G. Tatham: The Minister ean
amend them.

" The Minister for Works: I say that T
will do so.

Mr, MARSHALL: Tt is vemarkable that
our departmental officers, when formulating
rezulations or drafting measnres for Minis-
ters to introduce, never seem to he able to
ser beyond the Darling Ronges. They want
every regulation and every law to have a
State-wide applieation, irrespective of the
conditions that prevail.

The Minister for Works: The member for
Raoechourne had an important amendment to
move to the traffic regulations last year, and
it was agreed to.

Mr. MARSHALL: Tt is fortunale that
a member happened to notice this regula-
tion, and took exeeption to it. Take the
contractors who Ffeed our Tailways by haul-
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ing wool. They use several four-wheeled
trailers altached to their trueks. They do
that in order to bring down the eost of trans-
portation. The growers will need all the
cheap transportation they can get this year.
How are we going to apply brakes to several
four-wheeled trailers and provide that they
shall be automatic? It is not possible to do
so. Tf these regulations become law, all we
shall do wili be to pile up the costs ta the
growers who live in isolated parts of the
State. It is time the departmental officers,
if thex do not know the conditions prevail-
ing in vtthack centres, found means to oh-
tain the necessary knowledae from those who
have it. Probably these reguolations ave
necessary in the city, and in the hilly eoun-
try adjoining, where so much stone and
ather heavy materinl is hanled in large quan-
tities.

Houn. €. G. Latham: And in the South-
West, where hig loads of timber are carted.

Mr. MARSHALL: In the Murchison there
is not mueh traffic, and if there is a slight
hill here and there, the driver of a truek
usually saves petrol by eoasting down it.

Ton. C. G. Latham: The local authorities
should be permitted to adopt these regula-
tions, or amend them,

Mr. MARSHARLL: 1 am not sure what
wmay happen, and T am not prepared to vote
for the ecantinuanee of these regulations.
These contractors are feeding onr railwavs,
and are an acquisition to growers who are
in distress as a result of two years of
drought. 1f countractors are obliged to dis-
card some of fheir trailers, and carry lighter
loads, the cost of transport must go up. In
eases where no danger is likely fo arise, [
cannot see the necessity for these regula-
tions. I feel inclined to vole for their dis-
allowanee. The department could then ve-
view the whale position and bring down new
regulntions within a few days. The officers
concerned ought to know what the position
is. I do not know who drafted these regu-
lations. The police officials who control the
traffic in the eity must have had experienee
in isolated parts of the State, and they
should have been consulted. Possibly an
afficer of the Public Works Department
drafted these regulations.

The Minister for Works: The most dan-
gerous road T have travelled on is Mill-
s{reet.

AMr. MARSHALL: People onthack should
not have to be governed by regulntions which
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affest more particularly perhaps the metro-
pelitan area.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The roads are not
too good at Nullagine and around Marble
Bar.

My, MARSHALL: The Pilbara district
is fairly hilly, but on the Murchison the
country is mostly of the tableland variety,
and such hills as there are ecan readily be
negotiated. How Messrs. Campbell & Co.
could be expeeted to link-up three 4-wheeled
trailers with their trucks and have brakes
on them acting automatically £from the
trucks at no great cost to the contractors,
T am at a loss to understand. We shall have
to take a definite stand to enlighten the
officers coneerned, and show them that they
must discriminate between different portions
of the State when bringing down regulations
of thiz character,

MR. DOUST (Nelson) [8.47): After lis-
tening to the Minister, I am satisfied that
his suggestion will meet the case in everv
possible way in the South-West. There is
the possible exception of the regnlations
applying to 25-cwt velicles being made to
eover 30 ewt. Trailers are very liltle used
in the sleeper industry. The cartage of piles,
however, is a different maiter. These are
anything up to 80 feet in length, and are
carried on trailers. In many instances the
trailers are not very strongly affixed to the
motor trucks. Sometimes they have braken
away from the tracks. When that oeeurs
on some of the steeper grades of the South-
West, an accident is almost cortain to fol-
low if someone happens to be travelling on
the road at the same time. Fven if the road
is empty but for the truck and trailer, the
driver himself would probably meet with a
sevions aecident, hecanse the momentum that
wonld he developed by the heavy lond with
the trailer behind might affeet the braking
power of the vehicle in front, ond canse a
smash. T do not profess to know how hrakes
eonid possibly be affixed to the trailers. Tn
the case of heavy vehieles, T suggest it wonld
not he nsking too mueh to have hrakes fixed,
even if they had to be applied by another
man who was travelling on the frailer with
the timber. So far as the metropolitan area
iz concerned, the vegnlations would he all
vight if they were to apply only to vehicles
carrving more than 25 ewt. Tn Western
Australia there are something like 126 lneal
authorities, each with its own inspector. Tt

is unreasonable to suggest that these are all -
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woing to lellow the regulations framed by
the Traflic Department of Perth. If the
regulations are to apply to the whole State,
they should be mueh more definite than those
which have been put up by the department.
I think i{ is unreasonable thai the regula-
tions shounld apply to the North-West, or to
some portions of the wheatbelt and the gold-
mining areas, partieularly in parts where the
tracks are much more level than thev are
nearer the coast. But so far as the eoastal
country is concerned, where heavy piles amd
timber are cavted | ennsider it necessary Lo
have hraking appliances on all trailers earry-
ing over 30 ewt. T do hope the Minister will
be able to give effect to this suggestion as
regards our portion of the State. If it is
possible for him to have separate regulations
made for the North-West and other parcts
of the State which do not requive the pre-
sent regulation, his action will, T think, meet
with the approval of everyone.

On motion hy Mr. Bovle, debate adjourned.

PAPERS—YAMPI SOUND IRON
LEASES.

TNebate resumed from the 9th Seprem-
ler on the following motion by Hon. C. G.
Latham (York):—

That all papers reluting to applications for
and the granting of leases at Yampt Sound be
Inid upon the Table of the House.

MR, COVERLEY (Kimberlev) [8.52]:
T see no objection to the motion moved by
the Leader of the Opposition. Nor do I
see much importance in a motion that the
papers relating to the leasing of the Yampi
Sound irvon ove deposits be laid on the
Table of the Ilouse. To my thinking, the
Leader of the Opposition has not put up
a remarkably strong case. I listened atten-
tively to the hon. gentleman, thinking I was
about to learn that something serious had
bheen done to the North-West: but I find
that the only objection put forward hy
the TLeader of the Opposition is that the
firm of H. A. Brasserts Ltd. were really
dummying for the Japanese in this busi-
ness. It appears to me that we shall not
know much more than the Leader of the
Opposition thas already told us, if the
papers are laid on the Table. The Minis-
ter for Mines is perfectly ecertain that in
granting the leases the Governmment were
not violating the mining legislation of this
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State in any way. No maiter who the les-
see of the iron ore deposits may be, he
will hold his lease only in accordance with
our mining laws. I do not know if the
mere fact of something that has been done
being unpalatable to members of Parlia-
ment should be made the subject of com-
plaint, so long as it was done in accord-
ance with ounr mining legislation. The
Leader of the Opposition suggested that
the lessee was going to sell the ore to a
Japanese syndicate. I believe that to be
true.

Hon, C. G. Latham: I do not believe the
lessee is going to sell it at all. I believe
the Japanese are using the name of the
lessece. However, I am not sure.

Mr. COVERLEY : Possibly I agree with
the Leader of the OQpposition on that point
also. I do not believe a company counld he
formed either in Australia or in Great Bri-
tain to invest money in those iron ore
deposits, because the venture is not profit-
able. The only people who would finance
the working of the deposits are the Jap-
anese. Like the Leader of the Opposition,
1 believe there is not one pound belonging
to English people invested in the Yampi
Bound deposits to-dey. However, T have
no ohjection whatever to that. Let me ask
the Leader of the Opposition whether he
wonld ohject to n Japanese company or
svndicate buying the wool or the frait
of Western Aunstralia?

Hon. C. . Latham: T would like direet
dealing with the Japanese, so that the
people of Western Australia may get the
money.

Mr. COVERLEY: The mining laws of
Western Australia do not permit that. The
only saleable assets we have in the North-
West are our eattle and our minerals. I
fail to see whx we should be debarred from
disposing of them. It is asked, why should
wo sell the iron deposits to the Japanese
instead of working them ourselves? Surely
the Leader of the Opposition knows that
there are many more iron deposits in Wes-
tern Australia. I fanev the Leader of the
Onposition is merely voicing the complaints
of outside people who are annoyed that
someone else has got the rake-off, instead
of themselves getting it—people with hees in
their honnets.

Hon. €. G. Latham: T am not represent-
ing anybody.
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Mr. COVERLEY: Those iron ore de-
posits have been idle for years, open to
selection but nobody taking them up.

Hon, €. (i. Latham: Some people took
them up, and lost money over them.

Mr. COVERLEY: They have not lost
theiv money at all. TIf this business goes
ahead, they will get their money back with
interest. They are wealthy people of »
jealous nature. They think somebody else

got  something that they themselves
should bhave had, and so they started to
howl. There are iron deposits, not far

from Geraldton, within 30 miles or so of
a railway. Why do not the people now
ecomplaining take up those deposits and
make all the steel 7tails and nails
and traps wanted in this country?
Our mining law compels any <com-
pany  working iron deposits here to
do so mnder Australian conditions. The
company would have to comply with ouy min-
ing Jaws, and this means that the State would
control the company's operations and wonld
get a royalty from every ton of iron sold.

Hon, C. &. Latham: How much per fon?

Mr. COVERLEY: I am not sure,

The Minister for Mines: Sixpenee per ton,

Mr. COVERLEY: The fact vemains that
the amount, whatever it may be, is fixed by
the mining laws of this State. If that
amount is not suitable to the Leader of the
Opposition, his proper course is to move tn
amend the mining laws, instead of eriticising
the transaction.

Hon. €. G. Latham: T do not know what
the position is.

Mr. COVERLEY : I wonld not admit that,
if T were the Leader of the Opposition.

Hon. C. G. Latham: T am prepared to ad-
mit my ignorance.

Mr. COVERLEY : That is a very lame ex-
cuse on the part of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition. The whole business is heing carried
ont in accordance with the mining laws of
Western Australia. Tf any grievance exists,
that grievance must he against the mining
legislation of this eountry. Those who are
dissatisfied with the transaction should at-
tempt to alter that legislation so as fo bring
it into conformity with their ideas. Tn that
ease they would receive plenty of support
from other members of this Chamber. The
Leader of the Opposition said that if we
worked the deposits ourselves, the effect

would he to relieve the unemplovment posi-

tion; but that position will benefit just the
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same whoever works the deposits. The Bras-
serts Company, for whom I have no particu-
lar respect, will have to eomply with arbitra-
tion awards in this State. They will noi be
able to get away with any infringement of
the Arbitration Aet. Whatever wages the
men working in the industry are legally en-
titled to, those men will receive. They will
be well protected. The first point made by
the Leader of the Opposition was an objee-
tion to the iron ore deposits being sold to
Japan. If that is a grievance, then we have
no right to sell our wheat or our wool or any
other commodity to the Japanese, The second
point of the Leader of the Opposition was
that dummying existed. The hon. gentle-
man knows as well as I do that that is only
being done to overcome the mining laws of
this State.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Thatl is a nice admis-
sion, a beautiful admission!

Mr. COVERLEY: Beautiful admission or
not, I have already admitted that I believe it
to be true. I agree with the Leadsr of the
Opposition in that respeet. T believe that the
Brasserts Company are merely acting for
Japanese. T believe that the machinery to be
used af Yampi Sound has already been made
in Japan.

Hon. C. G. Latham: That is a sublerfuge
to get around our law.

Mr. COVERLEY : T have no objection even
to that, so long as the deposits are worked and
the State receives what it is enfitled to elaim.
T have just as much right to see that the in-
dustries of my electorate are made use of as
the Leader of the Opposition hae to see that
wheat and wool and other Western Australian
produets are sold.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Japanese are ailowed
by the laws of this country to come here and
buy anyihing. Now an English firm is being
made use of in order to get aronnd our law.

Mr. COVERLEY : T hope that the proposi-
tion will be proeceeded with, becanse I can
foresee other avenues of aefivities for the
Kimberley district. For instance, T c¢an
visnalise a market for our cattle, and the
Lord knows the cattle industry is in a pretty
bad way and reguires all the assistance pos-
sible. T hope that, in the course of time, the
working of the iron ore deposits will be the
means of opening up additional mineral re-
sourees in the North. It is all very well to
raise adverse contentions regarding the pro-.
position. Alhough we have such mineral re-
sonrees in the Kimberley districts, the fact re
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mains that it is impossible {o get any syndi-
cate in the southern part of the State to take
an interest in those resources of the North.
If we can attract fresh capital from outside,
we should make full use of it.

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[9.2]: T support the motiom, but at the same
time I voice my protest against any such
concession being granted to a company that
is dummying. The member for Kimberley
(Mr, Coverley) mentioned that Brasserts
were dummying for a Japanese concern.

The Minister for Mines: Who said they
were dummying?

Mr. Coverley: I said that it might be so,
in my opinion.

The Minister for Mines: The Leader of
the Opposition made the statement.

Hon. C. G. Latham; I am not the only one
under that impression.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: At any rate,
I voice my protest. I have voieed suoeh a
protest with regard to a British firm, let
alone to a Japancse concern. That iron ore
belongs to Awnstralin, and should remain so.
The day will come when we may require that
ore for the promotion of our own industries,
and it is poor statesmanship indeed that will
allow deposits to pass info the hands of
foreigners when the iron ore cannot be re-
placed. We talk about trade in wool and
wheat with outside countries, but that is
childish in this conneeiion. Wheat and wool
can be grown annually, but the formation
of an iron ore deposit takes thousands upon
thousands of vears. If members will glance
at a map of Australia, they will see that
Yampi Sound is approximately 900 miles
from Aliee Springs. They will see therefore
that the propesal te grant concessions to
the Japanese in the North may have disas-
trous results.

Mr. Coverley: But they are not aliowed
there.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It would be
easy for them, if given further concessiens, to
put a railway through from Yampi Sound to
Alice Springs and isolate the entire sonthern
part of Western Australia,

Mr. Coverley: But the law prohibits the
Japanese from doing anything of the sort
in Australia.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER:: There may be
some members who wish to give away what
should be retained by Australia, but I again
voice my protest against any such conces-
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siong that will allow our mineral resources
to pass to foreigners, especially to Asiaties.

MR. LAMBERT (Yilgam-Coolgardie)
[94]: I presume the Minister will have no
objection to placing these papers on the
Table of the House. It always seems most
peculiar that if anyone takes up mineral
deposits in this State and a few St. George’s-
terrace peopie are left out, they howl like
dingoes. The Yampi iron ore deposits
have heen known for half a ecentury or
more. It is wrong when an English com-
pany is preparcd to invest money in the
development of the deposits, to assume with-
out any evidence at all, that it is purely a
Japanese concern. Great Britain is one of
the clearing houses of the world for all min-
erals. It iz quite possible that Japan could
procure her iron ore reguirements in other
parts of the world, even having regard to
her position on the trade routes. It is wrong,
however, partienlarly on the part of the
Leader of the Opposition, to suggest for one
moment that the company is a Japanese con-
cern. 'We have every right to admit the
hona fides of a long-established English com-
pany. I had not heard of the company until
it took up the iron ore deposits at Yampi
Sound. For my own part, I have had a
thorough sickener regarding the State’s min-
eral deposits, and T do not want to know
anything more about them. It is fruitful to
recall that the Leader of the Opposition was
a member of a Government whose last
exeentive act hefore going out of office was
to put through an Order-in-Council whereby
the whole of our interests in the manganese
railway were taken away.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are changing
vour centre of blame now.

Mr. LAMBERT : The last dying act of an
effete Government was to put through that
Order-in-Couneil, thereby depriving the
manganese company of upwards of £125,000
of Western Australian capital. Then we
talk about encouraging people to invest their
money in our resources! The bigmest steel
people in Australia invested a large propor-
tien of that moncy in the manganese com-
pany.

Mr. SPEAKER: Ovder! I think the hen.
member is getting a long way from the
maotion,

" Hon. C. . Latham: Yes, get back.

My, SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Yilgarn-Coolgardie had hetter stiek to Yampi
Sound.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. LAMBERT : I mmerely desired to draw
a very friendly parallel, and I will not sug-
gest that the Leader of the Opposition was
aware of the fact. It is always the same
when a move is made to encourage the in-
vestment of capital. If a few are left ount
of it, particularly a few St. George's Ter-
race speculators, they always howl like a pack
of wolves. If they are not in as first rob-
bers when there is a rake-off to be made, that
is always the result. I deprecate the sug-
gestion that the company concerned is other
than a British company. I had the oppor-
tunity of meeting the managing director
when he was in Perth, and I shall not have
any hesitation, when he returns next month,
in drawing his attention to other mineral
resources that ean be developed in Western
Australia, Those resources cannot be worked
by the people here under our existing eeo-
nomie conditions, The member for Subiaco
(Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) may be extremely
alarmed at the thought that one of the hun-
dred iron ore deposits that are to be found
in Western Australia is to be worked. With
all the resources that are available in the
Fastern States, it is not possible for the
manufacturers there to operate economically
any of our deposits in Western Australia, If
it is possible to operate them with British
capital, it ill becomes an impoverished State
like Western Australia to negleet the oppor-
tunity. With the member for Kimberley
(Mr. Coverley), I welcome the proposition,
and if we can have other industries opened
up in isolated parts such as the Kimberleys,
it will be heneficial to the State generally.
If a big scheme of development should he
emharked upon in the Kimberleys, it will be
a good thing, because that is one of the most
vuinerable parts of the continent. No doubt
the Leader of the Opposition was good in-
tentioned in his remarks.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not think T was
capable of goad intentions in view of what
you have said.

Mr. LAMBERT: I believe that even the
Leader of the Qpposition would welcome the
idea of British capital coming in to foster
industry here. Unless this country iz pepu-
lated and industries opened up, it may not be
the prerogative of Australia to be in effee-
tive ocenpation of this eontinent at the end
of the next A0 years. So where we can
get friendly relationships and useful capital
and a market for our prodncts, I say give
them every opportunity, develop them and
turn them into some profit.
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THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon.
S. W. Munsie—Hannans) [9.11]: To me it
seems remarkable to hear some of the state-
ments by some members, more particularly
those made by the member for Subiaco (Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver).

Hon. C. G. Latham: You two never seem
to get on together.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
we are fairly good friends, just the same.
The hon. member complained bitterly; she
did not care whether it was British or Aus-
tralian, or what it was, but she wanted the
iron ore kept here and not sold to a foreign
nation, particularly not to Japan. Let me
tell the member for Subiaco that the Broken
Hill Proprietary owns and controls Cocka-
too Island in Yampi Sownd to-day, and is
sclling 200,000 tons of iron ore per annum
tn Japan. Yet I have not heard Ihe hon.
member say one word about that. As a mat-
ter of faet, they are not getting their ore
from Yampi Sound, but are taking it from
Iron Enob, in South Australia. I should be
lacking in my duty as Minister for Mines if
I had an opportunity to get that 200,000
tons exported from Western Australia in-
stead of from South Awustralia, and did not
encourage the enterprise. 1 mean to en-
courage it for all I am worth while I am
Minister for Mines. If the Leader of the
Opposition had come to me and asked me to
lay the Yampi Sound papers on the Table
of the House, I would merely have asked
him to give formal notice of a motion to
have them placed there. I weleome any and
every inquiry that can be made inte any of
my actions, either in regard to Yampi Sound
or anywhere else.

Hon. C. G. Latham: But vou did not tell
nme.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And the
hon. member did not ask me. He said it in
this House, and said he had made various in-
quiries and asked a lot of people—

Hon. €. G. Lathamn: I did not say I asked
a lot of people.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He said
he eould not find any record of Brassert &
Company. T want to tell the hon. member
that there 15 a firm known as H. A. Brassert
& Company in Granite House, Cannon-
street, London. For three months prior to
the hon. member moving his motion, when
he said he did not know anything about
Brasserts, there was a company registered
under the laws of Western Australia and
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their registered office was at 29 Barrack-
street, Perth. So the hon. member had not
very far {0 go to get all the information
he wanted.

Hoen. C. G. Latham: Are you referring to
H. A. Brasserts, Ltd.?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I say
that Brasserts of England, the same firm,
were compelled to register a company in this
Slate, and that they did it three months be-
fore the hon. member moved his motion.
Yet the hor member declared he eould not
find out anything about them. That infor-
mation as fo the registration of the company
was advertised both in the “West Austra-
lian” and in the “Government Gazetie.”

Hon. N. Keenan: Are they registered as
a private company or as a foreign comy?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I admit
I do uot know that; but they are registered
in Western Australia as a British foreign
company.

ITon. N. Keenan: A foreign company?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Foreign
hecause it is British., It is marvellous that
thore shonld have been such suspicion over
Brasserts. I cannot understand it. 1t is
only hecause there are whisperers going
abont telling all kinds of tales and they have
caunged o great deal of suspicion in eonnec-
tion with Brasserts. It is most remarkable
that this company should be singled out for
such suspicion and criticism. I want to in-
form members—this is not hearsay, I have
had it confirmed—that so far as iron and
stecl engineering is coneerned, Brasserts are
consulting engineers for the British Govern-
ment and have been so for the last 21 years.
They are also consulting engineers to the
Russian Government and the New Zealand
Govermment, and also for nearly the whole
of the big iron and steel firms through-
out the world, including the Broken Hill
Proprietary. They are consulting engineers
tn the Broken Hill Proprietary in this conn-
try. Then people turn round and ask, “Who
are Brasserts; where do they come from?”
And then somebody volunteers that they
are dummying for Japan. That is what the
Leader of the Opposition said.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Be truthful. I never
questioned their financial position at all.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, but
vou said they were dummying for Japan.
Take your gruel like a man.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Il give vou some
gruel presently.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I told
the hon. member he was mistaken in
saying that. Tf I thought they were dummy-
ing for Japan, they would not hold those
leases for five minutes. They were given
plainly to understand that it eould not he
Japanese.

Mr. Patrick: Do you mean could not be
Japanese capital?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr. Sampson: A distinetion without much
difference.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There i3
this difference: So far as I or the Govern-
ment are concerned, there has mnever been
a scratch of the pen with any representa-
tive of the Government of Japan in eon-
nection with Yampi Sound, nor will therc
ever be while I am Minister for Mines.
When the papers are laid on the Table mem-
bers will see a letter but no reply. I have
refrained from making one serateh of the
pen as regards Japan.

Mr. Sampson: Why should not you reply
to the letter?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: So long
as the holding eompany, who are Brasserts
Ltd.,, are a British company, they can ex-
port the ore where they like. The Leader
of the Opposition said he was not aware
that anyhody knew we had these iron ore
deposits at Yampi Sound, that there had
been no publicity.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Did 19

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.
member’s statement was, ‘I do not know
how much publicity was given to the fact
that we had these leases available” Tn
fact, the matter has been before the
public since leases there were first taken
up. The first lease was taken up in 1907
by Perev Keen, and T do not think three
months have passed in any one year sinece
then when there has not been some public
announcement in the Press regarding Yampi
Sound and its iron ore deposits. The hon.
member made that remarkable statement,
notwithstanding that on the 6th Mareh, 1935.
the “West Australian” published the full
history of Yampi Sound and its iron ore
deposits. T think the article occupied 134
eolumns of the newspaper and econtained
particulars as to who had applied for leases,
how long they had been held, whether any
money had been spent on them and who got
them after they were sold. I am rather
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surprised that the Leader of the Opposition
did not know anything about them. They
have been offered and taken up at least a
dozen times. The first genuine attempt to
do anything with the leases stands fo the
credit of Hoskins & Co., of Port Kembla,
who to-day are amalgamated with the Broken
Hill Proprietary Co. So far as the Mines
Department are concerned, Hoskins & Co.
still hold the leases. They still hold Cockatoo
Island and are working it. They have
half a dozen or more men there and
have had them there for four or five months.
They told me they bad amalgamated
with the Broken Hill Proprietary Co. and
that it is practically one company today. I
am not econcerned ahout that. If they can
make any arrangemeni with Japan or ean
gell the ore to Japan, so long as there is
British or Auslralian labour employed to
work it, that is all that worries me. As T
mentioned once hefore in this Hounse—it is
worth repeating—I bhad the pleasure while in
England of heing taken by train to Corby,
83 miles from London, where Brasserts Ltd.
have planned and are erecting stee! works
for Stewarts and Lloyds, the largest in the
world. That is saying a good deal. Their
job when completed is to eost 634 million
sterling. They had erected the first unit and
were erecting the second at the time of my
visit, but they are also managing the works
as erected for Stewarts and Lloyds. I feel
proud of having been able to inter-
est people with eapital in England, who
are prepared to do something with the iron
ore deposits at Yampi Sound. I believe tbat
Brasserts Léd. are going to do it. Regard-
ing the statement made in the Press recently
that £600,000 of Japanese money is being
made available to work the deposits, I cannot
say definitely whether that is so. Tf Bras-
serts Ltd. spent up to a quarter of a million
of their own money on Koolan Island te
equip it with wharves and machinery with-
out having some binding agreement with
Japan—the only customer they have, so far
ag I know—they are bigger fools than I
thought. As long as the holding company
are British and DBritish capital is em-
ployed, T am satisfied. Members may have
4 Royal Commission or any committee of in-
quiry they like and I undertake to say that
under our laws I defy any such body to
ascertain where the money actwally came
from.

Hon. C. 3. Tatham: Yon are suggesting it
was paid through London.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am not
speaking of the £600,000; I am speaking of
the £100,000 of the holding company of
Brasserts Ltd. I believe, and the Agent-
General, Sir Hal Colebatch, believes, that
the £100,000 is wholly and sclely British
money. As to the £600,000, I know that Mr.
Salt, one of the chief engineers of the com-
pany, was here a few weeks ago and left for
Japan. T bave had no word from him since
he left, but I heard the other day that he
wounld be returning to Western Australia by
the middle of next month at the latest. I
believe that he has completed an agree-
ment to get the £600,000. I was told that,
but not by a representative of the company.
I was told that he had been in Japan nego-
tiating with the Nippon Mining Co. and
the Japanese Government. Before he left
here, he told me that they had raised
£100,000 of eapital, that they were purchas-
ing the leases from the option holder, that
they intended to man the leases as early as
possible, and as far as possible, and that
whatever machinery was required or
wherever it was manufactured, Japan
had to find the money and pay for it.
He informed me that he was insisting upon
that as the only fair business guarantee
that when they expended their £100,000
to get this concern going they would have
one customer to take at least & million
pounds’ worth of ore. It would have been
pretty smart business if they had suceceeded
in deing that. I do not care where the
money comes from so far as their negotia-
tions with Japan are concerned. The first
““judgment” will be found on the file. When
the warden, who was quite a young man—
this was one of his first trials as a war-
den—issued what he termed his first judg-
ment, he did not give a judgment at all.
He simply summarised the evidence given
and then sent it to me saying, in effect,
““You find out so-and-so, and when youn
have eonvinced yourself, you give the de-
cision.”” That was the judgment he gave.
On that judgment I cabled Sir Hal Cole-
bateh—this will be found on the file—for
the purpose of ascertaining whether the
statements made hefore the court up there
in opposition to the exemption were
true or not; to get him to see, if possible,
the contract that Brasserts had signed, and
I got & fairly lengthy cable in the course
of a few days giving me particulars of
what was in that contract. As a result,
I cabled to say that they could not have
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the leases 1if they signed a contract
to work under those conditions. I
refused to allow them to hold the
leases becanse, under the contract, they
had actually made provision for the em-
ployment of a certain number of Japanese
engineers and clerks and, under the Min-
ing Act of Western Australia, no Asiatic
is permiited to work in, on or about a
mining lease. When they found they could
not get the lease under those terms, they
altered the conditions,

Mr. Patriek: It was stated in the Press
that Japanese engincers were going up
there.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That may
be so. 1 believe there are two or three
Japanese ecoming down with Brassert’s en-
gineers this time.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Did not that make
vou suspicious of whe were the real owners,
when they were employing Japanese clerks?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: It did
not make me suspicious. It simply oceur-
red to me to say, ‘‘You cannot have the
lease under those conditions, even though
the holding company is British.” They did
not get it, either.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not say you
gave it under those conditions.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
you did not. I am pointing out what hap-
pened. I do not know why the Leader of
the Opposition wanted to make such a
long speech. If he had not done so, I
would not be replying.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are not reply-
ing to what I said.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
replying to some of the ridiculous and
utterly absurd statements made by the
Teader of the Oppositicn. He further
said, ‘“Why cannot we do the same as
Broken Hill Proprietary Ltd.?'’ Whom
did he mean when he said ‘*We’’? He
admitted that the Broken Hill Company
was supplying Japan with iron ore, and
he asked why eould we not do the same as
Broken Hill? That is just what I am fry-
ing to do, and I believe that when this con-
tract is signed and they are ready to
produce iron ore at Koolan Island, Broken
Hill’s 200,000 tons a year will be gone
forever. The Japanese will take the lot
from us, and a good deal of the whispering
around the streets is dne to the fact tlat
they realise that a very profitable tradé
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will depart from them. The Leader of the
Opposition said that Brasserts were dum-
mies for Japan,

Hon. C. G. Latham: T did not say that.
I said that on the surface it looked to me
as iff the firm of Brasserts were dummies
for Japanese interests. Why don’t you
apeak the truth?

- The MINISTER FOR MINES: Very
well, T will withdraw what I said, and I
will say that the Leader of the Opposition
said that on the face of it, it looked as
if Braszerts were dummies for Japan.

Hon, C. . Latham: Because they were
employing a Japanese staff and using Jap-
anese money.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: They were
not employing a Japanese staff; they have
never done so.

Hon. C. G, Latham: Did not von stop
them?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Hon, C. . Latham: Was it not in the
original agreement?

The MINISTER FFOR MINES: Yes, but
they did not employ them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You are making your
case very suspicious.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Before
they could do it, they had to consult Aus-
tralia, and when they did se, they were told
they could not do it. There 15 no question
about that. T helieve there are two or three
of the same Japanese who came to visit the
island on several oceasions——

Hon. C. G, Latham: You know they made
a thorough investigation.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T am say-
ing there arc in Western Australia now two
or three of the men who have heen there, not
once, but several times previouslv, and they
were there six weeks on the last oceasion sur-
veying the island with a view to determining
the amount of iron ore there. I helieve they
are coming down with Brasserts’ engincers
on this oceasion for the purpose of giving
those engineers information as to what they
discovered while there.

Mr. Sampson: There seems to he a lot of
secrecy ahout the whole matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no secrecy. [ do not know what the hon.
member means. 1 wonld like to know has he
ever asked any question or looked for any
information in conneetion with ¥ oolan
Island or Cockatoo Island. or any other
island, which he has not received?

[ASSEMBLY. ]

Afr. Sampson: Recently in the North I in-
quired from a person associated with the
venture, and he said he eould tell me nothing,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Who was
that?

My, Sampson: I am not prepared to say.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: So the
hon. member has been sneaking around, as a
few others are trying to do, to get into the
swim himself and get his eut!

Mr. Sampson: He was endeavouring fo
keep calm and not become hysterieal.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You bad better not
make such a suggestion eoncerning me.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 am not
putting this up on you, but on the hon,
member who interjected. This is another
whispering tale that is being put around.
Who is the man?

Mr. Sampson: 1 would not give you his
name,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No, be-
cause he does not exist. You have never
spoken to anybody about it.

Mr, Sampson: You are making another
false statement. You are becoming hysteri-
cal and foolish.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Tnfluence
has been brought to hear from Western Aus-
tralia on members of Parliament in the East-
ern ‘States to try and probe into matters con-
cerned with Koolan Island, and the subject
of the export of iron ore to Japan. Ques-
tions have heen asked in three different Par-
liaments. I want to know why they want to
stick their bib into the business of Western
Australia? What has it to do with them?
The ore is ours to do what we like with, I
am not too pleased with many of the things
our present Prime Ainister does, but I am
glad of his reply to one of these stickybeaks.
The statement of the Prime Minister on the
10th September was that he felt no more
Justified in prohibiting the export of iron
ore to Japan than in prohibiting the export
of wool to Japan. Of eourse he had no
right to interfere. In econnection with all
the actions of this State in its dealing with
Brasserts over Yampr Sound, both Bras-
serts and the State Government have kept
the Commonwealth authorities advised about
everything that has been done. Brasserts
have sent a full account to the Common-
wealth Government of their intentions, how
they are going to work the leases, and the
quantity of ore they anticipate selling. All
they asked of the Commonwealth Govern-
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ment was that ihey should permit three
Japancse to inspect the iron ore as it went
into the boat at Xoolan Island, be-
cause the agreement is for shipment to be
made f.0.b. Koolan Island, The Japanese
have to pay on that basis, on the value of
the ore as it goes into the ship at that load-
ing point. That was a reasonable request,
and the Commonwealth (Government agreed
to it. I do not see how they counld have done
anything else. If anyone had suggested we
should not allow the Japanese to come to
this State to buy our wool, but should de-
pend upon some Australian buyer to buy
on their behalf, that would have been classed
as ridieculous. It is antieipated that the
Japanese are going to take up to 1,000,000
tons of iron ore from Yampi Sound cvery
year, If they are going to purchase that
quantity and pay on its value as it goes
into the hold of the ship at Koolan Island,
they have a right to see what they are pur-
chasing. No one can take exception to their
having a man on the spot to pass the ore.
The Commonwealth Government did not take
any exception to that, and agreed to the
proposal. After reading in the paper of
the motion moved by the Leader of the
Opposition, the legal representative of the
company in this State came to me and said,
“Yon can make this statement on my behalf
if you like. T have cabled to Brasserts, and
they have cabled back agreeing that if the
Leader of the Opposition wants to see all
the private correspondence that has passed
between us, Brasserts and Japan, he is at
liberty to come to my office where he will
have the file placed at his disposal.”

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why did he not send
that information to me?

The MINISTER FOR I\IINES: Why did
the hon. member not ask for 1t?

Hon. C. G. Latham: It is not my duty to
go to private individuals.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: He is not
a privafe individnal in that sense; he is a
representative of the company.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Why did he not send
that information to me?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
making that offer to the hon. member now
on his behalf.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I will not accept it
from you.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
immaterial to me, but it is fair that I should
pass on the statement that was made. The
gentleman in question came to me with the
deliberate object of making that statement,
for fear that even after the files were placed
on the Table of the House there should be
some suspicion that there was something
else behind the business.

Hon. C., G. Latham: We will have an in-
quiry.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
care what the hon. gentleman bas. He can
have any inquiry he likes, and I will wel-
come it. He ean have it when and where
he likes.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You seen: to be get-
ting very annoyed to-night.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Not at
all, but it does make me annoved when
people are good enough to take an interest
in the deposits in this State, to put up
£100,000 of theiy own meney in an endeavour
to develop them, for other people on
mere street tittle-tattle and suspieion to en-
deavour to cripple the British company
which is willing to do so much geed for us.
The memher for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-
Oliver) made a suggestion that is unworthy
of her, in connection with this file, and the
charge made by the member for East Perth
(Mr. Fuoghes). She said that the banking
account of every one connected with the
business, one way or the other, should be in-
quived into. She could have an inquiry to-
morrow into my banking account, It is un-
worthy of the hon, member to make snch a
sugegestion. I bave nothing to hide in any of
my transactions. I would welcome an inquiry
into each and all of my dealings. I do not
know the feelings of anv other member of
the Government, but «o far as I do know
them, I believe that every other member
of the Government would welcome any in-
quiry the hon. memhey wounld like io ask for.
I bope that all this suspicion abont the
Yampi iren and Brasserts will be ended when
members have had time to go through this
pretty thiek file, and ascertain for themselves
what it contanins. T propose on the motion
of the Leader of the Opposition now to lay
these papers on the Table of the House.

Mr. Patrick: I should like to move that
the debate he adjourned.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no need for that. The debate is finished, be-
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cause I am laying the papers on the Table of
the House,

Hon, €. G. Latham: Have I the right to

reply?
" The MINISTER FOR MINES: If you,
Mr. Deputy Speaker, are going to rule that
the Leader of the Opposition has the right to
reply, I may be called upon to guestion your
ruling, The hon. gentleman asked for these
papers, and T have presented them. T con-
tend that he has no right of reply. The de-
bate is closed, and the papers are on the
Table of the House. If be had desived to see
the debate eontinued, he should have asked
someone else to speak.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: [ must rule
that the Leader of 1ike Opposition has the
right of reply.

The Minister for Mines: T do not think
he has that right.

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York—in reply)
(9.48]: Mr. Deputy Speaker—-

The Minister for Mines: That is all you
should have the right to say.

Hon. C. G. LATHARM : But for the temper
that has been displayed by the Minister for
Mines ¥ would not have continued the debate.
He has charged me with all soris of things.

The Minister for Mines: T did not charge
you with anything beyend what yon said
youtself.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : He said I had ve-
flected on Brasserts’ inaneial position. T did
no such thing.

The Minister for Mines: Yon said you did
aot know whether they were a company with
“two hob.”

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I made no such
statement. Since the Minister rose to speak
I have had the opportunity to peruse “Han-
sard.” T put up a reasonable case for thesc
papers.

The Minister for Mines: And you have got
them.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Had I gone to the
Minister and said, "1 should like to sce these
papers,” he would have heen within his
vights if he had said, “Put np a case for
them, and I will lay them on the Table of the
House if the House agrees.”” We are now
gettng a new order of things. Members have
to go to a Minister and say, “Will you please
1ay these papers on the Table of the House?”
It is not usual for a Minister t0 accept a
motion of this sort as formal.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister for Mines: On three ocea-
stons I went to the Minister of the Govern-
ment of which yon were a member to ask
for certain information and for certain
papers. I was asked to give notice and was
told that the notice would be treated as
formal, and that the papers would be laid on
the Table of the House. That was done on
three oecasions by the Government of whieh
you were & member.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: My motlon was on
the Notice Paper for some time. If the
Minister had desired to treat it as formal
there is no reason why he should not have
approached me, just as I might have ap-
proached him. 1 have made no suggestion of
dishonesty against the Minister, nor has any
other member done so, nor is it in my nature
to make such a suggestion. But sinee the
hon. gentleman got up and said he had a
perfeet right to champion the cause of Bras-
serts, who are total strangers to me, I want
to find out, as any other member would want
to find out, what is the standing of that firm
in London. Although I went through a
great deal of documentary evidence, I could
find only one reference to them; and I told
the House what that was. I gave the address
of the firm in London, and stated that they
were described as gonstruetional engineers. I
said it was remarkable that a firm of con-
etructional engineers should be interested in
foundries, or in the conversion of iron into
steel. Prohably they have built works for
Stewarts & Lloyds, becanse that would be
their business, they being construetional en-
gineers. As a matter of faet, Stewarts &
Llovds are established here in Australia, in
Newcastle. We know they are established at
Birmingham, and at several other places.
They are not likely to allow a firm like Bras-
serts to run a business for them.

The Minister for Mines: Brasseris are
running it until they eomplete the third unit.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: I will accept the
Minister’s statement, but I have my own
opinion about the matter. To suggest that
members of this Chamber have no right to
question the integrity of other people’s busi-
ness with the State is to carry the thing to
extremes. The information available to me
was information published in the Press. That
information led me to believe that Brasseris
were, on the face of things, acting as mere
dummies for a Japanese firm, Since I spoke,
that aspect has been ventilated in a leading
article in the Sydney “Bulletin.” The “Bul-
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letin” did not take my statements as infor-
mation to base a leading article upon. The
Minister for Mines and the member for Yil-
garr-Coolgardie have suggested that I stand
up in this Chamber because I have not had
a cut.

The Minister for Mines: I have not said
that at all.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Or that I stand up
here to voice the opinion of 8t. George's-
terrace people who desire to be in on this.
No one has ever asked me to do diriy work
for them; and if anyhody asked me, I wonld
nat de it.

The Minister for Mines: I did not say any-
thing like that.

Hon. €. G. LATHAXM : I say again that [
am opposed to either Brasserts or any
other firm using owr iren deposits or anv
other deposits of ours for the purpose of
getting a rake-off. T have no ohjection what-
ever to the Minister for Mines, if he so de-
sires, ncgotiating with the Japanese for
the disposal of our irom ore or amything
alse.

The Minister tfor Mines: Where are we to
get the quarter of a million sterling to erect
works?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The Japancse to-
day are finding the money to do it. That
£600,000 mentioned was Japanese wmoney.
The Minister to-night gave information that
was new to me, the information that Brasserts
were going to employ Japanese clerks and
Japanese engineers. Japanese engineers, 1
believe, are coming here now. What for?
Why do we want Japanese engineers? Are
they better than English engineers? All that
those Japanese engineers want fo do is to
act as inspectors to see that the class of ore
going into the ships is the elass of ore they
are paying for. Since speaking in this
Chamber I have received what I helieve to be
reliable information that the Japanese have
been at Yampi Sound not only once but twice,
and have got photographs and everything
else they desire. They have made a thorough
investigation, putting down tria] holes. Why
did they do that? They have nothing to do
with that matter. YWhen Japanese want to
buy our wheat, they do not come into our
paddocks and test the wheat before buying it.
They do not test our sheep to see what class
of wool we are shipping.

The Minister for Mines: It was because
there was an Australian holding the leases
at the time.
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I do think it is
about time we got those papers and looked
through them. The probability is that when
a representative of Brasserts, London, comes.
here, we shall be able to ascertain the position
from him,

The Minister for Mines: He will be most
happy to tell you anything you want to know

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have never been
so sospicious about this matter as I am to-
night, after the Minister’s statement. There
was no need at all for him to work himself
into a rage. All I had to say was said in
a calm and dignified manner. 1 accused no
one of anything. All I said wag that from
information which had reached me, and I
dare say had reached every other member of
the Chamber, Brasserts were mevely permit-
ting their name to be used for the benefit
of the Japancse. I object to that class of
business. There is no need for it. The
Minister tells us abont the contracts being
signed in England.

The Minister for Mines: I did not say se.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: That they were to
be signed.

The Minister for Mines: They were not.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I had not the op-
portunity of following the Minister very
closely, because he got so annoyed, and at
times worked bimself up into such & rage
that it was diffienlt to understand him.
Brasserts applied to the Agent General for
certain information.

The Minister for Mines: Becanse they
could not have the lease under those condi-
tions.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: They knew very
well they could not. If it was neeessary to
negotiate with Japan in this matter, in my
opinion there would bhe no difficulty in
amending the law or putting through a speeial
Act.

The Minister for Mines: No law is needed.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : By means of a sub. _
terfuge the law is got round.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : There is no donbt
in my mind that the firm’s intention was to
put Japanese worlonen there.

The Minister for Mines: No.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is against the
law of the State.

The Minister for Mines: The Japanese
wanted Japanese workmen,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Japanese are
mere snceessors associated with Brasserts.
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The Minister for Mines: No, they are not.

Hon. C. Gi. LATHAM: I wish to say can-
didly that I am more suspicions now than I
was when the Minister began his speech.

The Minister for Lands: You are in a bad
moed now!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : No; but I do hate
to be charged with things I am not entitled
to be charged with,

The Minister for Alines:
you with was——

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1f the Minister’s
charges are not more truthful than many of
the statements made by him, they are not
very true. My statement first of all was that
on the face of things Brasserts were dum-
mies, but that the Minister would be able to
inform us coneerning thai aspect.

The Minister for Mines: I told vou they
are not dummies,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The Minister said
that when I could not find out about Bras-
serts, I said they were not worth two bob. I
never made such a statement. Those are the
matters which make me annoyed. I know
the Minister did not read “Hansard” him-
self and take out those extraets. The ex-
tracts were taken out for him.

The Minister for Mines: They were faken
out from a pull of your speech. I made sure
that I got a pull of your speech hefore yon
could correct it.

Hon. C. G. LLATHAM: That would not
matter, hecause I very seldom make any cor-
rections at all in the reports of my speeches.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask
the Leader of the Opposition to address the
Chair.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : T hope that with
the papers to he laid on the Table, the Min-
ister will put a proof of my speech there,
Then the House will be abie to judge
whether there was any need for the insinua-
tions made.

The Minister for Mines: I would throw
the speech into the waste-paper basket.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister
makes misleading stafements in this House
which are only worthy of the waste-paper
basket. As a matter of faet, I am pleased
to have the papers. I shall probably move
for more papers now. I shall probably ask
the Minister next time to treat my motion as
formal, so that he may not work himself
into a passion.

The Minister for Mines: It would be much
better than this.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order!

ANl T charged

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : If the Minister, in
his calmer moments, will read through my
speech, he will see that T did not conneet him
with anyone.

The Minister for Mines: 1 read it calmly.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I wish everyone
in this Honse would use the same calm, tem-
perate language that I do. If they did there
would be a much better feeling than is
apparent at times. Nothing I said was
unwarranted but the Minister, for some un-
earthly reason, finds it necessary to champion
these people.

The Minister for Mines: T will ehampion
anyone who will make available so much
money to develop our assets.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : He made reference
to talk about this partienlar firm dummying
for Japanese financiers. If the Japanese
have been geiting their iron ore from the
Broken Hill Company—I have no reason not
to believe that they have been—the fact that
they are desirous of getting our ore is
probahly becanse they can get it more

-cheaply.

The Minister for Mines: That is probably
the reason,

Hon. C. (. LATHAM: What T objeet to
is our mining laws being over-ridden.

The Minister for Mines: They are not
being over-ridden.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, over-ridden
by an English firm that allows its name to be
nsed for the purpose of enabling the Japan-
ese to trade with us. If it is a gunestion of
the Japanese trading with us, let us amend
the existing law.

The Minister for Mines: Never while I am
here.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister put
up all sorts of excnses regarding this firm
that is said to be duommying for the Jap-
anese. Yhen he said that, why did be say
they wanted Japanese clerks and so forth?

The Minister for Mines: I did not say
that. You stick to the truth.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And Japanese
engineers,

The Minister for Mines: I ask for a with-
drawal; I did not say anything of the kind.
T said that in their contract the Japanese
wanted those things, not Brasserts. The
Leader of the Opposition has misconstrued
what I said.

Hon. C, G. LATHAM: I will accept the
Minister's statement.
The Minister for Mines: Be truthful!
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Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Then the Jap-
anese wanted their elerks and enginecers!
What part did the Japanese play in it if
they were merely buyers of the iron ore?
They were paying for it f.o.h.? Why were
Japanese alerks and Japanese engineers re-
quired in suech on undertaking? Did
they want to inspect the standard of the ore
that was shipped? The Minister’s statement
makes me suspicious. How do the Japanese
come into it at all? They are mere pur-
chasers and the others mere vendors ae-
cording to the Minister, e will see what
the papers disclose, and I shall probably
attempt to pursue some other cowrse in this
House. If all the papers I want arc not
there, I shall ccrtainly ask for them,

The Mimster for Mines: That is a lovely
statement to make. Do you say that I have
taken papers off the file? Are you accusing
me of that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: You know, Mr.
Deputy Speaker, what T mean. There may
be many files. I have asked for the file deal-
ing with the leases hut there are probsbly
other files dealing with this matter.

The Minister for Mines: You are getting
all that there are.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am prepared to
accept the Minister’s assurance. Of eourse,
I did not make any suggestion that the Min-
ister had taken papers off the file,

The Minister for Mines: That was the in-
ference.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: Now the Minister
is making himself out to be an injured inno-
cent,

The Minister for
stonewall the motion?

Mr, Cross: It is already carried.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not want any
interjections from the Minister for Employ-
ment.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: If the hon.
member did not take notice of interjections
he would proceed better.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: And if the Minis-
ter and others abided by the Standing
Orders, I would not have reason to object.
If there are not on the file the papers that
I desire to see, I shall certainly ask the
Minister to lay them on the Table without
all this fuss. If the Minister feels injured,
I am sorry becanse I can assure him I do
not wish to talk unnecessarily.

The Minister for Mines: You are doing
a good deal of it now,

Employment: Why
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: After the state-
gents made by the Minister, I shonld say I
would do so. He charged me with making
all sorts of statements that were not true
and even advanced the suggestion that I had
altered the duplicate copy of my speech.

The Minister for Mines: I did not say
you did. T have not read “Hansard” and do
not know what it contains.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: 1f 1 have beaten
the Minister, I am glad.

The Minister for Mines: You have not got
the papers yet.

Question put and passed,

BILL—STATE TRANSPORT CO-ORDIN-
ATION ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [10.7]
in moving the second reading said: This is
a small Bill to amend Section 11 of the
State Transport Co-ordination Act of 1933.
That Aet was passed for the purpose of
controlling transport in this State and the
scheme of the Aet was to bring into exis-
tence a board, called the Western Austra-
lian Transport Board, which, after the Aet
beeame law, was to have complete ¢ontrol
of all transport in Western Australia and
to have the right to determine the condi-
tions under which it would be conducted.
Under Scetion 11 power was given to the
board over the railway and tramway sys-
tems. Members will see that Secefion 11
is divided into seven subsections and each
of those subsections, except Subsection 7,
deals with both railways and tramways.
By some error due no doubt to drafting, the
reference to tramways was left oat of Sub-
section 7. The object of the short Bill I
now present to the House is to reectify
what I submit was a small error in draft-
ing beeause the intention was that all the
power that was given to the board with
regard to our railways was also to be
given to the board with regard to the
tramways. Therefore, by Clause 2 of the
Bill, Section 11 of the principal Aect is
amended by deleting Subsection 7 and in-
serting in lien thereof the subsection set
out in the Bill. That subsection includes
the words ‘‘or tramway’’ in two plaees
and thus brings it into conformity with the
intention, and with the provisiens, of the
preceding six subseetions, so as to give
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the board the complete power which Parlia-
ment intended to give them and which, by
inadvertence, was given only in respect of
a railway. Because, of course, the exten-
sion of a railway, although not specifically
set out in Subsection 7, would be the con-
struction of a new railway. Otherwise the
Cue-Big Bell line is merely an extension.
If it were a main line, it would be sub-
mitted by the Minister to the board before
being submitted to the House. So I ask
the Honse to accept this short measure,
and I move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by the Minister for Works,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.12 p.m.

Regislative Councll,
Thursdey, 1st October, 1936.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p-m., and read prayers.

BILL—FREMANTLE LITERARY
INSTITUTE MORTGAGE.

Read a third time and passed.

BILL—LAND ACT AMENDMENT.
In Commiittce.
Hon. V. Hamersley in the Chair; the
Chief Seeretary in charge of the Bill.
Clause 1l—agreed fo.
Clause 2—Temporary provisions for re-
lief from rent on account of drought:

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Holmes
and other members, when speaking on the

[COUNCIL.]

second reading, asked me to approach the
Minister for Lands to ascertain whether it
would be possible to make the provisions of
the Biil retrospective, owing to the fact that
there had been a severe drought extending,
in some districts, over six years. I referred
the matter to the Minister, as requested, and
he regrets that it is impossible fo accept an
amendment to that effect. He points out,
however, that amongst those entitled to eon-
sideration under the measure are a number
of pastoralists who have already paid their
lease rents. They have paid £44,000, and
there is approximately £16,000 outstanding
from pastoralists, who are wusually very
prompt in paying. The Minister gives an
undertaking that those whe have paid will
receive consideration when the second half-
year's rent becomes due. He regrets that it
is impossible to go further, mainly because
the great majority of pastoralists have paid
their lease renfs in the past, and, in order
to give the relief snggested by Mr. ITolmes,
the Government would have to make refunds
of cash, whieh they simply have not got. I
understand that the Bill meets with the full
approval of the Pastoralists’ Association. I
assure members that the Minister for Lands
is sympathetic and that if he ean see any
way in which lhe can reasonably give more
assistance, ke will be quite prepared to con-
sider the matter,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : I recognise that the
Minister for Lands and the Chief Secretary
are sympathetic towards the pastoralists in
the difficuities with which they are faced.
But for that, T would have moved an amend-
ment to achieve what T had in view. I
realise now that the effect would be to create
a diflicult positian for the Government, who,
on the showing of the Chicf Secretary, have
already gone as far as they can go, seeing
that those who have paid their first half-
year's rent will receive consideration when
the second half-year’s rent becomes due. I
do not desire to pursue the matter any
further at this stage. I am satisfied that in
the cirecumstances the Government have gone
as far ns they can go. 8till, T helieve that
next year something more will have to be
done to mect the difficult situation in which
the pastoralists are placed, and I hope that
the Government will then be in a position to
provide further assistance to this well-
deserving section of the community.

Hon. . W, MILES: The Government
might consider making a further amendment
of the Land Act. When the original measure



